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Arts, Rides, Stories, and More! 
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“Nobody talked about bullying of WELLS 
LGBT students. We teamed up to help make 
schools safer for everyone.” 


— Eliza Byard, Ph.D., Executive Director, 
Gay, Lesbian & Straight ` 


Education Network (GELESEN) = — 


For more than 20 years, the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN) 
has been bringing LGBT bullying issues into the national conversation by making 
schools safer for all our kids. With help from Wells Fargo, GLSEN has delivered a 
Safe Space Kit to every middle and high school in America. Wells Fargo is proud to 
support GLSEN’s work to improve the environment of our schools and teach respect. 
Because when people talk, great things happen. To find out how Wells Fargo can 
help in your local community, visit wellsfargo.com/commitment. 


Together we’ll go far 


© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. ECG-1125789 
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FACING CRIMINAL OR DWI CHARGES? 
call JEFF DEAN 


THE EXPERIENCED, AGGRESSIVE ATTORNEY 


* Not Guilty verdicts in Murder, Drug, and Assault cases. 
* Multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct Dismissals. 

* Over 100 DWI cases successfully resolved. 

* Numerous Indecent Exposure Dismissals. 


* Won Precedent Setting cases. 


"Jeff Dean was a lifesaver for me "My domestic assault charges "Jeff Dean got my 
in what | thought was a hopeless were dismissed, thanks to Jeff. DWI charge dismissed. 
situation. | was charged with a The consequences of these Call Jeff if you get a DWI!” 
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(612) 305-4360 www.jeffdeanlaw.com 
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You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


P eee 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
JP INSURANCE | 


® 


All your protection under one roof® 


WATERSTREETINN.US 


612.35U.7220 


almostfamouspiercing.com 
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Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


Helping you work toward financial success 


PATRICIA JONES, helping you create and execute a sound financial plan 
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Retirement Planning e Estate Planning е Insurance Planning 
Asset Management e Investment/Insurance Workshops 


JONES FINANCIAL GROUP 


main 612.326.1800 email patricia.jones 9 Ipl.com 
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taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
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$100 off your wedding band purchase of $500 or more! 
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25% OFF 


WEDDING INVITATIONS. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


A New Year on the Continuum 


So many times, the turning of the year signifies the end, followed 
by a beginning. The end of bad habits, the beginning of resolutions. 
'The end of Fiscal Year 2013, the beginning of Fiscal Year 2014. The 
end of a year of victories, the beginning of...well...can’t we just re- 
main victorious? As much as I like to give myself an end to something 
so that my beginning seems less random, we don't need to see the 
end of anything this last year brought us. We saw victory. Love won 
and is the law for same-sex couples. We saw growth. New GLBT and 
HIV housing and resource facilities opened. We saw rebirth. Some of 
our relationships became legally recognized, some of us transitioned 
from one gender to another, some of us made it through recovery. All 
of these are on a continuum, sometimes given a firm beginning but 
not requiring an absolute ending. 

A comic recently crossed my screen from Sunday Morning Break- 
fast Cereal (www.smbc-comics.com) by Zach Weiner that explained in 
14 comic panels how we have multiple lives to live, not just one. Our 
life begins again and again in various ways, every seven years, if we 
want it to. Seven is not an arbitrary number but it's how long it takes 
humans to master something; therefore, if we start at age 11 and live 
to 88, we can have 7 different lives. How optimistic. How glorious in 
its reframing. The idea that reinventing ourselves is an option, not a 
consequence. We can choose to begin a mastery of something for 
whatever reason, to whatever end, because it's part of our make-up 
and ability set as humans. A new project, a new job, a new hobby, a 
new philosophy, a new relationship, a new reason to be. But, what 
can't be overstated is that a beginning does not require an end. Our 
lives are cumulative. We add (and sometimes subtract) as we con- 
struct ourselves and our lives. We can be empowered by the notion 
that reinvention is part of the equation. 

Some of us reinvented ourselves as activists during the past few 
years in the fight against the marriage amendment and campaign for 
the freedom to marry. The fight for marriage equality is over in Min- 
nesota, for the most part. The nationwide one wages on...and there's 
a vigilance that will probably always have to be considered in Min- 
nesota. E.B. Boatner speaks of politicians trying to revoke rights of 
different groups in various ways and we have to always keep in mind 
that such tactics are out there. But, as far as our activism is concerned, 
we're still basking in the afterglow...our honeymoon. I was talking to 
Monica Meyer of OutFront Minnesota at Lavender's December First 
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Thursday and we both talked about how nice things are at this time, 
that evening, in our lives. Things are just good. We smiled and ob- 
served the moment, but I made sure to ask her, "What's next?" The 
fight continues. We continue. And the fight goes on against bullying 
in our schools, where we will continue to be victorious this next year. 

Our Slice writer, Joy Summers, and I have been friends for years. 
Our beginning was long ago, probably 1999. We began our work at 
Lavender at nearly the same time, in 2011, and she quickly moved into 
the role of Food Editor and writer of our restaurant coverage in her 
biweekly column called "Slice." Her last column is in this issue, but she 
will continue her food writing in different publications in the Cities and 
on the worldwide web, including in Lavender, just not as our Food Edi- 
tor, but more in features. She and I will continue to work together long 
into our future, and I thank her as a friend and colleague for her 50+ 
columns in our publication that garnered back-to-back Bronze MMPA 
Awards and resulted in so many calories and laughs. I look forward to a 
new beginning with her successor in our first issue of the new year-not 
an ending, but multiple beginnings for all of us. 

Lavender, itself, continues to grow and advance as a media plat- 
form including the magazine, website, social networking, and events. 
Just wait until you meet and remeet a few of our new contributors in 
the first issue of the new year, in sports and restaurant coverage. Ear- 
ly in the new year, we'll look a little sharper in our design and really 
tighten up our presence. We'll be offering nearly double the features 
in every issue as I mentioned last month, and our reach will expand 
and be more diverse. Our audience-readers, subjects, advertisers-as 
well as people who have yet to consider themselves to be members of 
our community will see even more improvement in our product this 
next year. We will continue to represent this community with great 
breadth and depth in new and better ways. 

Ilook forward to continuing our relationship. It might be on paper, 
online, or in person at events. I might see you at a rally or a per- 
formance. You might write an email or a comment on our Facebook 
page. We could run into each other in the waiting room of one of 
Lavender's advertisers. We are part of this community together and 
Iam grateful. 

Happy New Year. 

With continued love and thanks, 

Andy O 
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COUNTRY VILLAGE CENTER 
11309 HIGHWAY SEVEN 
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Mention this ad and get 60% off 
the frame on custom framing orders. 


If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 
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Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

Financial Services Representative 

301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. S> 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by & 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered S 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 

needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for 1. 


Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 
=£ ` а e 
For the if in life.? MetLife 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


d. Луг by, 4 Convenient Midway Location 
Therapy: Center 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


It’s Not Just For Thanksgiving 


A friend was deciding whether or not to write his holiday letter to 
family and friends this year, musing that nothing much noteworthy 
had happened in 2013. 

I mentioned his steady growth in business, his accomplished 
goals in exercise, and his trip. I don’t have family with which to 
exchange letters, but I, too, could count many blessings in my life. 
As we chatted, it became clear that there were plenty of plusses to 
add to our bounty once we stopped thinking about those things we 
didn't have. 

On the most basic level, I have shelter, food, and clean water. I 
have friends and companionship and 900 book-filled square feet to 
call home. Looking beyond my own bailiwick, I’m extremely fortu- 
nate that I live in a state that has now made it possible for all its adult 
citizens to find that special partner, of whatever gender, marry, and 
create homes and families. Whether I personally want to marry or 
not, I now legally have that right. 

It's good to give thanks during this holiday season, and while at 
times it may seem excessive and overdone to keep harping on our suf- 


PROGRAM 


OF AVENUES FOR HOMELESS YOUTH 


Providing homes and support 
for GLBT youth 
who are homeless. 


We need you. 


To donate or volunteer: 
GLBTHostHome.org 


Home for the holidays...and all year. 
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ficiency, there is a darker, compelling reason as well. Even as we enjoy 
our good fortune here in Minnesota, there are many in America work- 
ing tirelessly to take away those very things, removing rights gained, 
while keeping the have-nots from moving up into a dignified life. 

Consider those dragging voter registration back to the 1960s, 
working to keep the minimum wage at poverty levels, and scheming 
to repeal existing laws granting equal marriage rights to same-sex 
couples. Transgender acceptance, still, is all too frequently denied. 
Kathy Svenson of the Delta County (Colorado) School Board recent- 
ly dismissed the idea of allowing trans students in her district stating, 
"Not until the plumbing's changed. There would have to be castra- 
tion in order to pass something like that around here." She's think- 
ing transwomen here, obviously and did not mention “requirements” 
requirements for transmen. 

So continue to examine your life and give thanks for all that you 
have. It's a worthwhile practice in and of itself, but consider it a proac- 
tive endeavor and keep an eye on the cold equations of reality. Eter- 
nal vigilance is still the price of freedom. O 
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An Enchanting Event Center 
B inaHistoric Barn" 


Cas beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 
chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 
an extravagant Italian fountain, 
old fashioned player pianos and 
artwork. The character and charm 


14150 Pioneer Trail 
Eden Prairie 
Schedule a visit: 
952-942-5220 


GreenAcresEventCenter.com is complemented with modern 


56. conveniences making it perfect for 
Award-winning food by - events all year round. 


Top Pick by Minnesota Bride Magazine! 
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LASIK 
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Treating nearsightedness, ; í Advanced State-of- ; j Experienced & caring team 
Dr. Karen A. Heuer farsightedness & astigmatism the-Art Technology of healthcare professionals 


Over 22,000successful * s s...» Custom LASIK for up to 40% below the national average : • • • • • © 


procedures performed 
Schedule your Free Custom LASIK exam today! 


CALL 866-685-6994 OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 
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BURLESQUE THROWDOWN FEATURING MOD CAROUSEL 
NOVEMBER 22, 2013 
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Quorum's 2008 Business Leader of the Year. 


Wills & Trusts e Small Business Law e Domestic Partnerships e Adoptions 


Amy Johnson, Esq. 
Advising individuals and businesses as they age and grow. 
Johnson Law * 612.377.3777 * www.johnsonlawonline.com 


STE E LE pres BARRY LEAVITT's LIFE-CHANGING 


PERSONAL TRAINING CLUBS 


FORMER BARRY 


CURRENT BARRY 
FUTURE BARRY 


Barry Leavitt—STAY 
TUNED for new photos each month 


LAVENDER Magazine Sales Director 


at HIS DRAMATIC 

ТИЛЕШИ 
IS EMBARKING ON A LIFE-CHANGING s А courageously 
FITNESS JOURNEY WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM HIS FRIENDS ИШИ 


Guess how low he can go on his weight loss quest & WIN YOUR VERY OWN + $500 


ENTERT VISIT LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/BARRYSWEATSSTEELE 


exceision SE та Je DOWNTOWN S, coma | 
Excelsior Bay, Lake Міка Wayzata Bay, Lake Міка 12th & Hennepin 50th & France 
470 Water Street 714 East Lake Street 1206 Harmon Place 3908 West 50th Street 


ST. PAUL EM MOBILE 1 = ЕН lisweatsteele [3 @isweatsteele 
Victoria & Grand Home, Office, Travel 
857 Grand Avenue Twin Cities Metro Area STEELEFITNESS.COM 1 763.233.5800 
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RAINBOW RUMPUS GIVE TO THE MAX DAY CELEBRATION 
NOVEMBER 14, 2013 


Ai 


WORLD AIDS DAY - THE ALIVENESS PROJECT OPEN HOUSE 
DECEMBER 1, 2013 


» бул — қ 
Ji Фоа Hantzes Photo by Sophia На 


ZA 3 


14 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 12-25, 2013 


"BEAR" WITH ME 
(WHILE | TELL YOU ABOUT)... 


by Barry Leavitt 


PRIME TIMERS MSP ROVING BREAKFAST 

Saturday, December 14 • 8:45am 

Baker's Square ¢ 2239 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 

Prime Timers MSP provides mature gay and bisexual men, and their admirers, 
opportunities to come together in a supportive atmosphere to enjoy social, educa- 
tional, and recreational activities. One of those upcoming activities is their monthly 
breakfast. Join them for some good food and great conversation. Free parking next 
to restaurant. Visit www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ for more information. 


MR. MINNEAPOLIS EAGLE STUFF DRIVE BENEFITTING ALIVENESS PROJ- 
ECT'S HOLIDAY BASKETS 

Saturday, December 14 е 10pm - lam 

eagleBOLTbar * 515 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 

Make the holidays a little brighter for a family affected by HIV. Donate to the “Stuff 
Drive." Why "stuff?" The baskets can be filled with all sorts of items to help a family. 
Donations can include: Non-perishable food, small household items, small house- 
hold appliances, toiletries, winter gear, new clothing, gift cards, games, toys. All 
donations will go to The Aliveness Project Holiday Basket Program. Visit “MME 
Stuff Drive Benefitting The Aliveness Project’s Holiday Baskets” on Facebook. 


BELIEVE! A CHRISTMAS CABARET 

Saturday, December 21 • брт 

All God’s Children Metropolitan Community Church ¢ 3100 Park Ave. S., 
Minneapolis 

The Ministry Teams of All God’s Children MCC will be hosting a Cabaret to ben- 
efit Project OffStreets a drop in center for homeless youth (www.youthlinkmn. 
org). The evening will include some of your favorite Christmas music, music by 
localartists, Christmas stories written by MCC members, traditional Christmas 
meal and silent auction. Tickets are $25 per person and include dinner. You can 
purchase tickets three different ways: Email admin@agcmcc.org or call (612) 
824-2673 Tuesday-Thursday from 10-4PM to order tickets. 


JOHN TRONES IN CONCERT - CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY 

Monday, December 23 e 7:30pm 

Join John on Christmas Eve-Eve, as he returns to the Pantages Theatre for a 
special night of holiday music with amazing friends and musical guests! Special 
Guests Include; Grammy nominated pianist Jim Brickman, from “Mamma Mia" 
Jen Burleigh-Bentz, singer/actress Maria Stukey (Bella Diva), legendary guitarist 
Troy Norton, and Twin Cities’ jazz artist Brian Z as well as some very special 
surprise guests! This year they're raising money for the Zach Sobiech Osteosar- 
coma Children's Cancer Fund. We were all touched by Zach's beautiful music and 
inspiring story, and in support of Zach's memory and his mission a portion of all 
proceeds will be donated to the Zach Sobiech Osteosarcoma Children's Cancer 
Fund. Special post-Thanksgiving Friends «с Family Discount — $10 off your ticket 
purchase price when you use the promo code - HOLIDAY. Visit www.johntrones. 
com for ticket information. 


10TH ANNUAL CRYSTAL BALL 

Tuesday, December 31 • 8pm - 2am 

International Market Square • 275 Market St., Minneapolis 

Dan Vargas and LEAD presents the Twin Cities largest New Years Eve party. 
They're celebrating their 10" anniversary, so you can be sure they're bringing 
the party to the next level, literally! They are using all 5 levels for the first time! 
More bars, award winning lighting, special midnight performances, new 5th floor 
ultra VIP sky lounge, valet, Downtown and Uptown shuttle service, bottle service, 
tables overlooking the dance floor, all inclusive ultra VIP cabanas, hors d'oeuvre 
VIP buffet. Make your plans early and get take advantage of the presale discount! 
This is a 21+ event. Tickets are on sale now at www.nyeminneapolis.com 


NORTH COUNTRY BEARS JANUARY MIDNIGHT POOL PARTY 

Saturday, January 11 ¢ 10:30pm - lam 

Radisson Roseville 

Chilled by the winter weather? Try the 20-bear jacuzzi at the North Country 
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He орип the 01006-11 stopped at Hollywood 


Terry Kilburn, actor, director, artistic director, recently talked at length with this Lavender writer about 
his early life, describing in cinematic detail how the only child of working class parents, Tom and Alice Kil- 
burn, came to star in Hollywood at MGM delivering such coveted film lines as, “God bless us, every one,” and 
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips.” Born November 25, 1926, in London, he appeared in over 25 films, including, along 
with those mentioned here in detail, National Velvet (1944, with Liz Taylor), and Only the Valiant (1951, 
with Gregory Peck). His extensive stage work will appear in part two of this interview. 


My father was a bus conductor, taking tickets on those big double- 
deck busses. He’d run up and down the stairs making jokes and en- 
tertaining— sometimes he’d have the whole bus laughing. I think he 
would liked to have gone on the stage, he was a natural entertainer. 

My mother was a housewife, and in the summertime used to run a 
boarding house at Clackton-on-Sea, where working-class people went 
for their week’s holiday. She was in the kitchen and making the beds 
and setting tables from morning to night. My father stayed up in Lon- 
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don and would come down on the weekends in a little baby Austin car 
about the size of this dining table. I had a lot of time to myself. 

There was an amusement pier where a man called Clown Bertram 
ran a little theater. Children would come up on the stage and do a little 
something, then the one who got the most applause would get a prize. 
Iwas much too shy to do that although I loved watching the show. 

One time, my mother had some friends who left their two children 
for her to take care of. The little girl sang a song and did a dance on 


Continued on page 18 > 
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TERRY KILBURN 


Clown Bertram’s stage, and she won the first prize. The next day, I 
got over my shyness enough to go up and I sang a song. I was a big 
flop, but it broke the ice. I was about seven. 

Without realizing it, little Terry had already been learning his craft. 

My parents used to take me with them to the movies. Movies then 
were an incredible source of entertainment for poor and working 
class people. For a sixpence, or a shilling, you could see the main fea- 
ture and a companion feature, a newsreel, a short subject, a cartoon. 
Most theaters still had a couple of stage acts from vaudeville, and on 
top of all that, up from the orchestra pit would come an organ, all lit 
up, and you’d have a community sing. 

I started impersonating these people that I saw on the screen, 
Jean Harlow, Greta Garbo, Mae West, Zazu Pitts, Charles Laughton, 
and Ronald Colman. Sometimes, I’d do impersonations for relatives 
spontaneously, but usually, my shyness overcame me and I couldn't. 
But when this girl won the first prize, that got my competitive spirit 
up. The second time, I went up and did some impersonations and won 
hands down. It was like an electric light going on over my head. Many 
actors will tell you of this experience, when they first realize that they 
have an ability to bring out that response from an audience. From 
then on, I was on that stage every day. 

Terry neglected to tell his parents that Clown Bertram had added 
him, unpaid, to the regular show. Some guests finally enlightened his 
astonished mother. 

My father was very interested, and when we got back to London 
he submitted me for amateur night competitions. I worked up a little 
act, doing my impersonations and I came on singing, “OK Toots,” an 
Eddie Cantor song. That’s kind of interesting because later on Eddie 
Cantor played an important part in my life, and I did a little tap dance 
that I taught myself, having seen Fred Astaire. 

The first prize was something like ten pounds, while my father- 
this was in the Depression—was making two pounds a week. We start- 
ed going around the circuit, to all these huge old variety houses that 
seated two thousand people. My big ending was a scene from David 
Copperfield, where Mr. Murdstone, the wicked stepfather, beats Da- 
vid. I did both parts, and ended sobbing and having hysterics on the 
floor as David, then standing up with a big smile and bowing. 

Through what we today call “networking,” one thing led to another. 

Into our lives came Freddie Newton. He was a Dickensian charac- 
ter, a little Cockney who wore checked suits and sharp hats. He had 
a candy store and was a bookmaker. He helped polish up my act and 
took me up to the West End of London to meet an actor, Hugh Wake- 
field. I did my act and Wakefield commented, “I don’t quite know 
what I just saw, but whatever it is I think he should meet my agent.’ 

This turned out to be a woman who went only by “Connie,” 
Ralph Richardson’s agent, who told his parents, "You've got to get him 
to Hollywood.” She then introduced them to a visiting Hollywood lawyer, 
Roger Marchetti. 

Marchetti said, “If you come to Hollywood, you can count on 
me. I will do everything I can to see that you get auditioned.” Well, 
when I heard that! Can you think of a thing in your own childhood, 
the thing that just meant more to you than anything and obsessed 
your mind? I used to sit up in bed with a globe and spin it and make 
it stop on the United States. 

Ithink none of this would have happened if it hadn't been this par- 
ticular time during the Depression. People had so little to lose. There 
was a sense of camaraderie and an atmosphere of, ^Well, let's try it!" 

There was a great resistance by the U.S. Consulate in London to giv- 
ing the whole family visas. In the end, after much finagling, Tom stayed 
behind while Alice and Terry travelled to the United States. 

My mother was an amazing combination of guts and timidity. She 
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would take chances that other women of her generation and educa- 
tion would never have dreamed of doing, but she was frightened to 
death of dogs and the ocean. She'd never been out of London, let 
alone England, so she would only go on the Queen Mary. We booked 
the cheapest third-class passage. 

Finally, we arrived in Los Angeles. Now this is in April-May of 1937. 
In those days, the station in downtown Los Angeles was in Chinatown 
and it was just awful, an old shack that was falling apart. All of our 
dreams of Hollywood, and out of this glamorous vision we were see- 
ing this terrible slum. And there, in bright, blooming sunshine, was 
Mr. Marchetti with a huge bunch of red roses, standing next to this 
immense Packard convertible and chauffeur. It was a surreal picture. 

They had expected to stay with Marchetti and his family but were 
quickly disabused of that idea. He was very much a bachelor, as well 
as a handsomelypaid celebrity divorce lawyer, e.g., (Myrtle) Hardy vs. 
(Oliver) Hardy. 

He didn't want some English lady and her little boy in his house, 
so we ended up in a bungalow court, with Murphy beds that pulled 
out of the wall. We started on the rounds, seeing producers and so 
forth, and Mr. Marchetti was good to his word. He certainly did his 
best, but the problem was me. The excitement o performing on stage, 
or for somebody in his dressing room, seemed to stimulate me and 
make me a good performer. Now, to have to go into these big offic- 
es with people sitting in big swivel chairs smoking cigars-it was too 
much for a little boy to cope with. And my personality, everything that 
had made people say "Yes! He's got something!" just disappeared. 

Even more so when they made screen tests. If Marilyn Monroe 
hadn't ever gotten in front of a camera, she would have been working 
in a beauty parlor. She came to life in front of the camera. It was just the 
opposite for me. The tests were usually shot in the corner of a sound 
stage where no movie was being filmed at the time, huge, ghostly sound 
stages about the size of an airplane hangar. It was overwhelming. 

A year went by, and the money had run out. Mr. Marchetti said we 
could move into an apartment over his garage. My mother agreed. 
She didn't know what else to do. So we moved, not into his Florentine 
mansion, but into the garage apartment. He had two Doberman pin- 
scher dogs. My mother was terrified of them, and the apartment was 
infested with mice. 

The whole venture was coming to a bad end. My mother finally 
told me, “We have to go back, we can’t just stay here forever." At that 
very time, my mother got a letter from my father: "T'm getting a ship 
and I'm coming to Canada, and I’m going to come through the border 
because I know people do it all the time. I'm on my way! By the time 
you get this, I be on the Atlantic." 

And then, the cavalry came riding. 

Mr. Marchetti had pretty much given up, but his assistant took 
pity on us: "One thing we haven't tried is radio. Let me see what I can 
do about getting an audition." Eddie Cantor's business manager said, 
“T think Eddie would love him." I auditioned, and he did! 

Cantor's popular radio program also showcased stars and young ac- 
tors like Deanna Durbin and Bobby Breen. 

We were in rehearsal when a talent scout for MGM showed 
up. They were about to make a movie called Lord Jeff with Fred- 
die Bartholomew and Mickey Rooney, based on the true story of 
those famous English orphanages, Doctor Bernardo's Homes, 
where they trained young boys to go into the Royal Navy. There 
was a part for a little Lancashire boy, Albert Baker. The scout 
asked, “Can you do a Lancashire accent?" I said, “Aye I can, I can 
do it." d learned "hae t talk like that,” sort of through my nose. 
“By goom, that's champion!” “Oh my God!,” he said. “Sam Wood 
will just be thrilled." 


Without realizing It, little Terry had already 
Deen learning his craft. 
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TERRY KILBURN 


Even at that age, an actor will see a part and'say, “ОВ, that is my 
part.” Often they’re wrong, but sometimes they’re right, like Vivien 
Leigh thinking she was Scarlett. So I went to see director Sam Wood, 
and I did a thing for him, and he said, “The accent’s great, but I really 
wanted Alfalfa for this part.” Alfalfa could no more do that accent than 
fly, so that was out. But he wanted a kid like him. I was kind of a pretty 
little boy, so he said, “I’m sorry, but no.” 

Fortunately, Terry’s mother had become friends with Lillian Rosine, 
MGM's makeup specialist. 

When I came back in tears Lillian said, “Oh, for God’s sake! What 
does Sam Wood think I’m here for? And she put me in her makeup chair, 
greased down my hair with Vaseline, blacked out one of my front teeth, 
put freckles on my face. I'd been crying, so I already looked horrible. 
'Then she took me back and dragged me in and said, "There now, does 
he look ugly enough for you?" Sam Wood laughed and said, “Okay.” 

One day while we were shooting, somebody came and said, 
"You're wanted outside." So I went out from the dark soundstage into 
the bright sunshine, and standing there was my father. I just ran and 
leapt into his arms, and we laughed and cried and it was incredible. 
Lord Jeff was quite a success. I got fabulous reviews that said, “The 
busman's son from London steals the show." It was thrilling. A dream 
come true-and my father was there, loving every minute of it. 

I also made A Christmas Carol in '38, and played Tiny Tim. ГЇЇ 
always remember going onto the set at the MGM lot the first day. I 
think it was London 1830, and the snow was coming down-they were 
actually Kellogg's cornflakes, bleached or something, but it was so 
beautiful. Oh, you can imagine that for a kid who loved acting and 
being in fantasy, it was extraordinary. 

He attended school at MGM, encountering Lana Turner, Kathryn 
Grayson, Anne Baxter-and, briefly, Judy Garland. 

Isat next to Judy Garland for one day and just fell in love with her. 
She found my English accent absolutely hilarious. She had this won- 
derful laugh. And she had a charm bracelet with a tiny gold-framed 
picture of Clark Gable, because that song had made her a big suc- 
cess: "Dear Mr. Gable." 

He appeared in Sweethearts next, with Jeanette McDonald and Nelson 
Eddy, and was scheduled to be in a Topper film, when his part was cut. 

'That didn't bother me because by this time, just before Christmas, 
1938, I was cast in Goodbye Mr. Chips, and was being sent back to Eng- 
land. Robert Donat would not come to this country for tax reasons. 
Greer Garson had been cast as the wife; she was a total unknown, had 
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never made a movie in Hollywood. We went back on the Normandie. 
Greer Garson was on the ship, but she was up in first class. 

"Chips" was professor Charles Edward Chipping whose career at 
Brookfield School progresses from young, stuffy classics prof, to beloved 
"Mr. Chips," to Head of Brookfield during the Great War. Terry played 
four generations of Colley boys, and, as the youngest, Peter Colley III, 
says his iconic line to the elderly Chips who passes in his sleep recalling 
‘his boys." With Robert Donat, Greer Garson, John Mills, Paul Hein- 
reid, from James Hilton's novel. 

Donat was wonderful, fascinating. I was old enough to see and re- 
spect what he was doing. Movie sets are notorious for fooling around. If 
it’s not much of a movie it doesn’t matter, but Donat realized this was the 
part of a lifetime, and he was very serious. When he got into playing the 
old Chips, he stayed in character the whole time, even between shots. 

Itried to make each one of the four boys somewhat different, but 
I could only do as much as the scene allowed. Of course, I got to say, 
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” in this huge, wonderful close-up. Actors would 
give their souls for a close-up like that. 

About that final shot: I wasn't even supposed to be there since it 
was against the law for children to work that late. They just looked 
the other way, and it was almost midnight when I had that close-up. 

Actors, like their characters, exist at the whim of chance and hap- 
benstance. For instance: What if Terry had known how to swim? What 
if Mickey Rooney had been taller? 

There was a sequence in Lord Jeff where they wanted me to fall in 
the water. I couldn't swim. I was terrified, even though they put a life 
jacket under my little sailor suit. I finally got up enough nerve, but 
only by looking first and jumping. That wasn't what they wanted. I 
was so humiliated, so ashamed that I had disappointed Mr. Wood that 
my parents got me into swimming. I used to swim all the time, and I 
think that probably caused me to grow. 

When I came back to Hollywood after making Chips, I was sched- 
uled to be in a number of pictures with Mickey Rooney, playing his 
sidekick. But suddenly, instead of being twelve and looking ten, 
I was now twelve looking fourteen, and was as tall or taller than 
Mickey. My option was not taken up, and that began the next period 
of my life. O 


The second half of our interview with Terry Kilburn will appear in Issue 486 on January 
9, 2014. 
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1. Stick Fly, Park Square Theatre 
2. Other Desert Cities, 

Guthrie Theater 

3. Gross Indecency: The Three Trials 
of Oscar Wilde, 

Walking Shadow Company 

4. Skiing on Broken Glass, 
Guthrie Theater 

5. The Sexual Life of Savages, 
Walking Shadow Company 

6. the road weeps, the well runs dry, 
Pillsbury House Theatre 

7. Or, Park Square Theatre 

8. Tribes, Guthrie Theater 

9. Elemeno Pea, 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

10. (tie) Unraveled, Theatre 
Unbound; The Chronicles of Kalki, 
Mixed Blood Theatre 

A Strange and Separate People, 
Minnesota Jewish Theatre 


THEATER ARTIST 
OF THE YEAR 


Marion McClinton: Director of Stick 
Fly at Park Square Theatre, the road 
weeps, the well runs dry at Pillsbury 
House Theatre, Jackie and Me at 
Children’s Theatre Company, and 
Buzzer, a Pillsbury House Theatre 
production at the Guthrie Theater 


Joe Dowling, Skiing on Broken 
Glass, Guthrie Theater 

Amy Rummenie, Gross Indecency: 
The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde, 
Walking Shadow Company 


BEST ЕШ PERFORMANCE: 


Wade Vaughn, Cul-de-Sac, 
Loudmouth Collective 
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PERFORMING 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Stick Fly. Photo courtesy of Park Square Theatre 


Emily Gunyou Halaas in Or, 
Photo courtesy of Park Square Theatre 


David Hanbury, Mrs. Smith Live!, 
Camp Bar Cabaret Theater 


BEST ACTRESS-ORAMA: 


Jodi Kellogg, The Effect of Gamma 


Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Mari- 
golds, Gremlin Theatre 


Emily Gunyou Halaas, Or, 
Park Square Theatre 


A Strange and Separate People. Photo by Sarah Whiting 


BEST ACTRESS- 
MUSICAL: 


Jill Iverson, Carrie, Minneapolis 
Musical Theatre/Hennepin 
Theatre Trust 


John McGinty, Tribes, Guthrie Theater 
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If You Give a Mouse a Coohie. Photo by Dan Norman 


BEST ACTOR-COMEDY. 


Dean Holt, /f You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie, Children’s Theatre Company 


Tim Kuehl, Sunset Boulevard, 
Minneapolis Musical Theatre/ 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 


BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS-ORAMA: 


Sally Wingert, Other Desert Cities, 
Guthrie Theater 


Laurine Price, Elemeno Pea, 
Mixed Blood Theater 


BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS-MUSICAL: 


Lori Maxwell, Carrie, Minneapolis 
Musical Theatre/Hennepin Theatre 
Trust 


The Sexual Life of Savages. Photo by Dan Norman 


David Brinkley, Other Desert Cities, 
Guthrie Theater 


BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTOR-COMEDY: 


Nicholas Leeman, The Sexual Life of 
Savages, Walking Shadow Company 


Ben Bakken, Aida, Theater Latté 
Da/Hennepin Theatre Trust 


BEST MUSIC DIRECTOR: 


Andrew Fleser, This Side of 
Paradise, History Theatre 


Ben Bakken in АА. Photo by Michal Daniel 


Alexander Dodge, Tribes, 
Guthrie Theater 


BEST SET DESIGN - 
SMALL HOUSE: 


Rob Jensen, The Sexual Life of 
Savages, Walking Shadow Company 


Kathy Kohl, This Side of Paradise, 
History Theatre 


This Side of Paradise. 
Photo by Scott Pakudaitis 
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Brave New Worxsuor 


Presents Our Annual Holiday Comedy Revue 


Changes in Time. Photo by Rebecca Jean Lawrence Photography 


SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT | BREAKTHROUGH IN 
IN NEW PLAYWRITING: | INTERSEX CHARACTER- 
Jennifer Blackmer, Unraveled, VZATIQN/PERFORMANCE: 


Theatre Unbound : 
; Aditi B. Kapil « Deb: 
Ethan Boatner, Changes in 20. — 


Time, 20% Theatre Company 
Twin Cities 

Aditi Brennan Kapil, The Hindu 
Gods Trilogy, Mixed Blood Theatre 


Sanyal, Brahman/i: A One-Hrija 
Standup Comedy, Mixed Blood 
Theatre 


BraveN gy WORKSHOP. cow 


I Saw Daddy Marry Santa Claus. Photo courtesy of Brave New Workshop 


BEST LIGHTING SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT 
DESIGN: IN NEW MUSICAL COMEDY: 


Daniel Ellis & Adam Vahrenkamp, The Geriatrical Theatrical, 
Treasure Island, Theatre-in-the- Plymouth Playhouse 
Round Players 


BEST SOUND DESIGN: | шү eM 


Michael Croswell, Misterman, 
Frank Theatre 


SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT 
IN PERFORMANCE ART: 


Queer!, Gadfly Theatre 


I Saw Daddy Marry Santa Claus, 
Brave New Workshop 


The Hindu Gods Trilogy. Photo by Rich Ryan 
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Herocycle. Photo by Mike Neuharth 


Pirandello’s Six Characters in 
Search of an Author, Alan Berks 
& Company at Gremlin Theatre 


BEST SHOW FROM OUT 
OF TOWN: 


Ganesh Versus the Third 
Reich, Australia’s Back to 
Back Theatre at Walker Art Center 


Alex Morf, War Horse, National 
Theatre of Great Britain presented 
by Orpheum-Hennepin Theatre 
Trust 


SUPERIOR 
PERFORMANCES: 


Muriel Bonertz: Changes in 
Time, 20% Theatre Company 
Twin Cities 

Rebecca Myers Yoho & Kristen 
Mathisen: Unraveled, 

Theatre Unbound 

Bill McCallum & Kathryn 
Meisle: Clybourne Park, 
Guthrie Theatre 

Sara Richardson, Namir Small- 
wood, Hugh Kennedy: Buzzer, 
Pillsbury House at Guthrie 
Theatre 

Virginia Burke: Good People, 


Craig Johnson & Casey Hoekstra in Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde. Photo by Dan Norman 


Park Square Theatre 

Casey Hoekstra & Craig John- 
son: Gross Indecency: The Three 
Trials of Oscar Wilde, Walking 
Shadow Company 

Joe Bombard: The Sexual Life 
of Savages, 

Walking Shadow Company 
David Beukema & Eric Knut- 
son: Camino Real, Girl 

Friday Productions 

Stephen Yoakam: Ал Шаа, 
Guthrie Theater 

Erik Hoover & Jim Peitzman: 
Herocycle, FTF Works 

David Darrow & Michael 
Booth: Skiing on Broken Glass, 
Guthrie Theatre 

Caledonia Wilson: The Effect 
of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the- 
Moon Marigolds, 

Gremlin Theatre 


Skiing on Broken Glass. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp 


Anna Sundberg & Peter Chris- 
tian Hansen: Venus in Fur, 
Jungle Theatre 


Danielle Siver, The Children’s 
Hour, Sabes Jewish Commu- 
nity Center. 
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nother year, an- 

other collection 

of terrific music — 
with plenty of it coming 
from local shelves. Here 
are ten of my favorites 
from 2013: 


ON THE RECORD 


BY ED HUYCK 


1. Pp LI CA Shulamith 


It’s been a wild couple of years for Polica, the Twin-Cities group that 
found success seemingly moments after they formed, issuing a well- 
regarded debut (Give You the Ghost) followed by plenty of national 
attention. The band’s sophomore release finds the group spreading 
into new sonic territory beyond the moody electronics that dominated 
their debut. It makes for a heady collection loaded with tunes packed 
with depth. 


2 P SAVA [ E 5 Silence Yourself 


Rock ‘n’ roll may be struggling at present, but there are still brand- 
new bands putting up the good fight. London’s Savages crafted the 
most energizing album of the year, referencing decades of punk, post- 
punk, and indie styles while still offering a fresh sound that can make 
the most cynical rocker happy. 


3. LI 110 Lizzobangers 


Twin-Cities rapper Lizzo is as hot as they come right now and her 
debut album finds a young artist packed with confidence and bravado 
and sporting a vibe that is easily recognizable as the “Twin Cities 
Sound.” She teams up with Doomtree’s Lazerbeak here, who provides 
the kind of tough backing that has made the music from the collective 
so compelling over the years. 


41 DAVID BOWIE The Next Day 


Bowie takes cues from his classic 1970s sound, down to referencing 
the cover to “Heroes” here. Connecting to the past lifted our favorite 
musical chameleon to rare late-career heights that embraced nearly 
half a century of musical exploration. 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: 


J.HILBURN 


WHEN: Thursday, January 2, 2014 
TIME: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST: FREE 
WHERE: 


MILLENNIUM 


HOTELS AND RESORTS 


Millennium Hotel Minneapolis 
1313 Nicollet Mall • Minneapolis 


FEATURING: 


Drink Specials • Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres ° Prize Drawings * Cocktail Sampling 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, North Country Bears, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, PFund, TCGMC, Prime Timers MSP 


1 š | E 5 5 A Parts of Speech 

Dessa continues to explore the intersection between a myriad of musi- 
cal styles, employing as much singing as rapping on her tremendous 
2013 album. The songs are packed with honesty and driven by a brac- 
ing sense of musical exploration. 


B. HAR MAR SUPERSTAR gye Bye 17 


His latest album finds our favorite Superstar plying the cool side of 
the ‘60s and ‘70s, digging into soul and R&B with pretty joyful results. 
There’s sultry soul (аду, You Shot Me") and plenty of tunes that 
could pack the dance floor in any decade. 


7. TAME IMPALA Lonerism 


Tame Impala moves into rock’s heady history to build one of the most 
beguiling records of the year. These Australians never met a psyche- 
delic groove they didn’t like, but the sense of adventure — along with 
nods along to the way to more modern styles - makes them more than 
just a tube-amp-using nostalgia act. 


B š L OW The Invisible Way 

There’s more to drones with this longstanding (20 years and count- 
ing) Duluth-based band. The music is often low key, but the songs 
themselves are hauntingly beautiful and full of energy and drive, from 
the soft pop of “Plastic Cup” to the sweep of “On My Own.” 


g. SIGUR RÍS Kveikur 


Everybody’s favorite obscure Icelandic rockers made a strong return 
in 2013, issuing a collection of tunes that kept the band firmly in the 
strange inner space they have inhabited for a decade and a half, while 
allowing a bit more access for newcomers. No, Kveikur isn’t a pop 
record, but it’s more than the soundscapes staying in the mind. It’s 
also the melody. 


THE JOY 
EDOM 
FORMIDABLE | 


worrstaw || 


10. THE JOY FORMIDABLE wayay 


Ironic hipsterism and mumblecore hasn't destroyed all outsized emo- 
tions, as this Welsh trio proves here, as they wear their epic influences 
— from Sonic Youth to My Bloody Valentine — on wind-swept sleeves 
for the likes of "The Ladder is Ours” and “Maw Maw Song." 
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TISTO GISZTƏOTGI 


*Receive a $25 BONUS card for every $100 in D'Amico 
gift cards purchased through December 23, 2013. 


Bonus card not valid for D'Amico Catering, large/private restaurant events, tax or gratuity. 
Bonus card is for one time use and no change will be given. Bonus card is valid for use January I, 2014 - December 31, 2014 


www.damicogiftcards.com 
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<3 D'AMICO FAMILY OF RESTAURANTS Ẹ 


PARMA 8200 CAMPIELLO CAFE LURCAT D’AMICO & SONS GATHER 


pu 
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table set with care, 

surrounded by 

friendly faces envel- 
oped in a buzz of laughter: 
that's the best. There were 
many dazzling new restau- 
rants on the scene in 2013, 
but what I'll remember 
most is what we've shared: 
It's been an incredible year 
for the community and the 
restaurant news pales in 
comparison. 


Here ave my Bests of 2013. 


ни TR 


'The most memorable evening 
ofthe year had to be a night full of 
my very best girlfriends. We had 
gathered at the newly opened Spill 
the Wine to check out the space. We 
were enamoured with the room and 
promptly ordered a whole pile of 
food - practically one of everything. 
We were all blowing off steam from 
a variety of catastrophic personal 
dramas. We were dealing with a 
range of awful including: divorce, 
cancer, death, divorce. You name 
it, we were in the shit of it. So, we 
did what the best of friends do in 
these dire times: we laughed our 
fool heads off over a smattering 
of empty plates. The super gooey 
cheese curds, zesty fried rice, and 
fire-kissed octopus were long gone. 

As we were chatting a strange 
little bald man wandered up to our 


NS 


o 2013 o 


THE LAST SLICE 


BY JOY SUMMERS 


Gnocchi king crab; Owner Katie Greeman; Tres leche cake with passion fruit. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


N 


table, bent down to one of my 
friends and whispered, “Tm your 
worst nightmare,” and poured wa- 
ter down the side of her perfectly 
coiffed hair. We were shocked and 
confused — and most notably, if 
you know me — speechless. The 
restaurant manager sprang into ac- 
tion. The offender was instructed 


that he needed to leave and it was 
suggested that perhaps he should 
consider paying our bill. To this 
day, we don't know what that 
was about. Was it that we were 
too loud? Why not just ask us to 
STFU? The entire situation was 
so odd. 

The manager was an angel. 


What could have been a wretched 
memory was, instead, filled with 
good food and kindness. (P.S. — 
Sterling, I see you again? This 
round is on me.) 

Spill the Wine wins the 
Calm in the Face of Calamity 
Service Award. 
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DATE NIGHT 
Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 
Bottle of Wine 53200 


ТАЕП ИДЕ ГЕТЕА ЕТЕ тупе ЦЕ 


Вох Lunches: Іп by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


KITCHEN BAR 
GIFT CARDS 
ARE MUCH BETTER 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 
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THE ( : TIN 


Breakfast is my most vulner- 
able meal. Whenever I have an 
early morning meeting, there is 
a chance that I haven’t eaten and 
even one minor culinary misstep 
feels like a personal affront. The 
Buttered Tin embraces me every 
morning or afternoon when I enter, 
in a comforting hug. Their food 
is deceptively simple — perfectly 
poached eggs that burst a golden 
yolk which cascades over corn- 
bread and red salsa. Hashbrowns 
are always extra crispy. The des- 
sert case is packed with treats that 
dance along the edge of sweetness 
but are never, ever cloying. One 
afternoon, after my house was 
broken into and my laptop, TV, 
and camera were absconded with, 
I found solace in a wedge salad. 
Piled with crispy layers, draped 
in creamy dressing and studded 
with garden-fresh tomatoes and fat 
hunks of bacon, it was exactly what 
I needed and expected. For further 
comfort, owner and baker Alicia 
Hinze gifted me with her choco- 
late take on a Ho Ho and the chef 
sent me home with a bag full of 
vine-ripened tomatoes he’d picked 
from his yard that morning. Owner 
Jen Lueck bestowed me with a 
much-needed hug. What should 
have been a distressing moment 
resulted in a resolve to conquer 
the world. 

For their reliably wonderful, 
elevated breakfast and lunch, The 
Buttered Tin wins Best Way to 
Start Your Day. 


Т \ 
(Clockwise from top left) Wedge Salad; Housemade ricotta with herbs and honey; Chocolate cake; Huevos Rancheros Benedict; Alicia Hinze 
and Jennifer Lueck. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


Continued on page 36 > 
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$100 for $100 


MINNEAPOLIS * (612) 338-9900 * MELTINGPOT.COM gy deme to ap, 
+oWDUE ЕЕЕЕС 
Purchase $100 in gift cards and get four quarterly $25 bonus he Qe 
certificates to use throughout the year. 
OFFER AVAILABLE NOW-12/31/2013 мей Pot. 


a fo паа тена restaurant 


Storewide Savings. on Your 


Favorite Wines, Spirits & Beers. 
Happy Holiday from Haskell's! 


 Haskell’s 


Haskell’s Super Cellar opens in December in Maple Grove! 
Minneapolis | Saint Paul | Bloomington | Burnsville 
Chanhassen | Excelsior | Faribault | Minnetonka | Plymouth 
Stillwater | White Bear Lake | Woodbury | www.haskells.com 


Ф, axasole Restaurants 


Holiday Gift Cards 


5100 


for them 


$25 FREE 


for you 


Welcomed at all Parasole restaurants 
and available in any denomination, Holiday Gift Cards 
are offered Nov. 1 through Dec. 24 and redeemable 
after Dec. 25, 2013. Purchase yours at parasole.com, 
by calling 1-866-541-4438 (GIFT), 
or at any of our restaurants. 


Mozza Mia 
Salut Bar Américain Burger Jones 
Pittsburgh Blue The Living Room 
Good Earth W Minneapolis -Тһе Foshay 


Prohibition 
Muffuletta W Minneapolis -Тһе Foshay 


PARASOLE.COM 


NO EXPIRATION AND NO FEES 
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The Rabbit Hole is still brand 
new, but already it’s a consistently 
awesome spot to grab a bite and 
cocktail with friends. The comple- 
mentary lighting and snug booths 
also make for a great date night 
destination. Their kegged cocktails 
are quickly delivered and I’m posi- 
tively smitten with the “Not Doing 
Jack in the Morning.” 

Watching Chef Thomas Kim 
and Kat Melgaard take on this 
incredible task of opening their 
second restaurant has been a 
breathtaking experience. Their res- 
taurant would feel just as at home 
with a Brooklyn address, but we're 
lucky to have this in the heart of 
Minneapolis. The interior design 
is dazzlingly, crushingly hip. The 
food is inventive, fun, and just so 
darn good. The crispy, loaded 
bacon haemul pajeon “pancake” 
is packed with fresh scallops and 
porky goodness, fried until ultra- 
crunchy, savory, and wondrous. 

The talent this duo possesses 
is astounding. They built and de- 
signed this whimsical space them- 
selves. That they did this while 
they also got married and gave 
birth to their first child is a stun- 
ning display of over-achievement. 
I had the pleasure of cradling 
that little angel while her parents 
worked and I swallowed my awe. 
They inspire me. 

The Rabbit Hole, handily 
wins the Best Seat at the Cool 
Kids Table Award. 


The very best part of this year, 
however, was the passage of mar- 
riage equality. I was at the Capitol 
the day the day it passed. Those 
emotions were like nothing else 
Гуе ever experienced. My heart 
swelled and my eyes wouldn't stop 
filling. As I wandered down the 
steps, I passed a tomato slice in the 
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with pesto and parmesan. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


shape of a heart. I took it to bea 
sign. Even discarded food agreed 
that we are on the right side of his- 
tory. My heart has been so filled 
by this community. I'm so thankful 
that you took the time from your 
busy life to turn to this page and 
follow me on my culinary adven- 


tures. It's an honor to dine with 
you and a pleasure to be invited to 
your table. 

All good things must come to 
an end, though. This is my last 
Slice column for Lavender. I hope 
to continue to write here occasion- 
ally, at the pleasure of Editor Andy 


Lien, but my time is up. I see noth- 
ing but wonderful things on your 
horizon. Find me @JoyEstelle on 
Twitter and food whoring around 
town — I’m not done eating yet. I 
will never forget you or our time 
together. Thank you for joining me 
for this little slice of time. O 


W 


КУШШ < 


Ж” 


Ап American Restaurant 


Congratulations Minnesota for 
passing the Marriage Equality Law! 


Tryg's American Restaurant would like to host your wedding 
events. Please visit trygs.com or call 612-920-7777 
to book your events. 


3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com ші 


sample. gif 


219% а-ы | 


эл” 


$100 for them 
$26 for you 


*gift cards cannot 
be used on day 
of purchase 


lunch, dinner, cocktails daily + sat & sun brunch 
northeast тріѕ + on the river 
2124 marshall st + 612-789-0333 


www.The-Sample-Room.com 


Ci NOTUM TES che. аи J WW DUTO ermoes com 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O’ Beer 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour / 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


pa2XesuptntStreeu Tree BOTE | 65122229100! 


UNBEATABLE 
PRICES 


UNPARALLELED 
SERVICE 


UNBELIEVABLE 
SELECTION 


THAT'S THE 
LIQUOR BOY WAY 


— WINE & SPIRITS — 


LIQUOR BOY 


ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT 


5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD • ST. LOUIS PARK 
952-512-2200 е LIQUOR-BOY.COM 
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STORY OF THE YEAR 


PRODUCED BY ANDY LIEN, WRITTEN BY SHANE LUECK 


MARRIAGE EQUALITY COMES TD MINNESOTA 


Without a doubt, the hot topic of 2013 was marriage equality. The early months of the year saw the build-up: debates among legislators, bills proposed, 
and rallying among citizens. These efforts culminated with marriage equality being signed into law on May 14, 2013. The discussion did not end there, 
however, it merely changed. No longer was the topic about passing a bill, but rather “What now?” Attention shifted to address what marriage equality 
looked like for Minnesotans. Our discussion altered to consider the rights, benefits, and protections of same-sex couples under the new law. And, with the 
historic ruling by the Supreme Court of the U; fed State o strike down Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act, we 
as well as marriage equality will be extended O more and more states in the United States. 


áre excited to see how more rights 


Gay 
913 
OS 
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A YEAR RECORDED BY ITS 
COVERS, HERE ARE ALL 26 
LAVENDER COVERS OF 2018. 
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SUMMER 
GETAWAYS: 


те 
HISTORY: 
j The SprinQ2018 
jx Wedding Issue 
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CELEBRATE LOVE! 
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TOP STORIES 


(POPULARITY INDICATED BY TRAFFIC STATISTICS) 


1. AMERICA’S FAVORITE GAY MARINES 
by Brett Stevens 

Issue 468 

May 2, 2013 

The repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” made 
headlines across the country. Brett Stevens 
focused on the emotional story of two marines 
coming out via YouTube before finding each 
other and falling in love. 


[9 POLITICS | sre: Stevens 


America’s Favorite Gay Marines 


2. 2013 LAVENDER 

COMMUNITY AWARDS 

by Shane Lueck 

Issue 479 

October 3, 2013 

The Lavender Community Awards Issue 
celebrates those who demonstrate dedication 
and leadership in working for the advancement 
of the rainbow community. 
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d. A CRAFTED AFFAIR 


by Alyson Newquist of Bash Collective 
Photography by Canary Grey Photography 
Issue 481 

October 31, 2013 

With a backdrop of Bent Paddle Brewing Co. in 
Duluth, Bash Collective brought us the newest 
in North Country trends for fall weddings and 
same-sex fashions for women. 


4. SLICE: SPILL THE WINE 


by Joy Summers 

Issue 468 

May 2, 2013 

Profiling Katie Greeman’s wine bar and 
restaurant, Spill the Wine, Joy Summers shared 
everything from the food to the architecture to 
the poignant history and love story behind the 
establishment. 


PAUL'S FIRST GAY COP 

by Terrance Griep 

Issue 471 

June 14, 2013 

Grappling with the complexities of identity, 


Griep profiled Darin McDonald, a gay man 
who has to “come out” as a cop over and over 
again. McDonald bridges the divide between 
the St. Paul Police Department and the GLBT 
community. 


b. SHOWMANCE TURNED ROMANCE 

by Sean Johnson 

Issue 465 

March 21, 2013 

Who knew the Bloomington Civic Theatre’s 
production of “The Scarlet Pimpernel” would be 
the perfect backdrop to launch a new romance? 
Nick Kunz and James Kennedy met while 
working on the production and have since begun 
planning their wedding. 


LOOKING AHEAD 


7. HALLOWEEN HOW-TO: SNOW WHITE E 
PRINCE CHARMING 


Written by Brett Dorrian 

Photography by Brett Dorrian 

Issue 480 

October 17, 2013 

Featuring Tea Simpson and DJ Shannon 
Blowtorch as models, Brett Dorrian showed just 
how easy it is to transform into one of the most 
iconic couples for Halloween. Snow White and 
Prince Charming are just a few how-to steps away. 


9. WEDDING FASHION: REWRITING 
HISTORY 

Produced by Style-Architects 

Photography by Photogen, Inc. 

Issue 465 

March 21, 2013 

Spring is a magical time to get married, and 
these two couples illustrate why that is. The 
fashion features in Lavender's 2013 Spring 
Wedding Issue brought in the bright colors and 
trends sweeping the wedding industry. 


REWRIENG M 
HISTORY. 


8. WEDDINGS: HAPPILY EVER AFTER 
Produced by Julie Lyford for Fabulous Functions 
Photography by James Ramsay, Donae Cotton 
Photography, and HM Photography 

Issue 471 

June 14, 2013 

This same-sex weddings piece in the 2013 Pride 
Issue presented three couples as their wedding 
dreams came true at the Van Dusen Mansion. 
Featuring the products and work of local shops 
and artists, it offers wedding resources for 
others planning their events. 


10. POLICE CHIEF ТО MAKE IT LEGAL 

by Pam Colby 

Issue 471 

June 14, 2013 

Janeé Harteau is the first female police chief for 
Minneapolis and the first openly lesbian police 
chief in the country. Pam Colby traces Harteau’s 
journey throughout her rewarding career. 


з — 


POLICE CHIEF TO MAKE IT LEGAL 
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TOP ONLINE-ONLY STORIES 


(POPULARITY INDICATED BY TRAFFIC STATISTICS) 


1. BIG GAY NEWS 


Culminating the latest in GLBT world news, Big Gay News provides both editorial 
content and a daily podcast. This global news source has a Twitter following of nearly 
60,000. Find your Big Gay News at @biggaynews. 


2. EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY 


Moving swiftly, Lavender makes the rounds to a remarkable number of GLBT events 
in the Twin Cities. Uploaded online shortly after, event photography continues to be 
a highlight of Lavender’s online presence. 


d. A GIFT FIT FOR MOTHER MONSTER: LADY GAGA'S CUSTOM SHOES 

by Shane Lueck 

January 31, 2013 

Last February, Lady Gaga made a comeback to the Midwest with her Born This Way 
Ball tour. The hot topic of her arrival? Her hand-painted beehive themed pumps given 
as a gift by the Xcel Energy Center. 


4. BURLESQUE GIVES BACK 

by Shane Lueck 

November 12, 2013 

After only a week online, the article discussing Black Hearts Burlesque’s charitable 
performances shot up the pageview charts, making it one of the top viewed in a mat- 
ter of days. 


a. FOOD 15 FASHION AND MINNEAPOLIS 15 50 HOT RIGHT NOW 

by Keane Amdahl 

January 14, 2013 

What’s so great about Minneapolis? Amdahl’s piece summarizing the accolades giv- 
en to the city’s restaurants by national news publications garnered its fair share of 
Minneapolis pride. 
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Featured - Home Page 


Food is Fashion and Minneapolis is SO Hot Right Now 


Each year the Minnesota 


Magazine Publishing Association 
(MMPA) presents its Excellence 
Awards, recognizing outstand- 
ing publishing achievements. 


The awards include dozens of 
categories in the areas of editorial, 


design, marketing, digital publish- 
ing, and overall excellence. All 
entries for this year’s awards have 
a cover date between July 1, 2012, 
and June 30, 2013. Winners were 
announced at the annual awards 
gala held this year on November 


7. Lavender is proud to present its 


a. BEST OF LAVENDER 


GOLD - REGULAR COLUMN BRONZE – REGULAR COLUMN BRONZE - FEATURE ARTICLE 


“Skirting the Issues” by Ellen Krug “Slice” by Joy Summers “Senior Living: Aging with Dignity, Aging with Care” 
For Ellen Krug, her Lavender column “Skirting the Is- Each issue, Joy Summers brings to readers whatever is by Kathleen Watson 
sues” is just one avenue to share a point of view. Between new and fresh in the world of food in her column, “Slice.” Issue 457 
her winning column with Lavender, a monthly column Her commitment to bring readers along on her culinary November 29, 2012 
for an Iowa LGBT publication, and a book, Krug has journey earned her column the MMPA bronze award in "[ am very interested in the country's current conversa- 
published nearly 200,000 words since early 2010. "This the “Regular Column" category for the second year in a tion about aging,” Watson says. “My goal was to help our 
is the first time any of my writing has received profes- row. Prior to being notified, Summers had been under GLBT community become more aware of the assistance 
sional recognition, and thus, that makes the award extra the impression that only one piece had been submitted options available in the Twin Cities. All people deserve 
special,” says Krug, whose intention with her column is for consideration, not her entire column. “I'm proud and to be treated with dignity, and GLBT people deserve to 
to demonstrate that transgender people really are like humbled to have been recognized,” Summers says. “I'm be respected and properly cared for in their later years.” 
everyone else. “My goal is to simply be a writer-hopefully proud of my time with Lavender. The award is just gravy Writing this piece allowed Watson to share her passion 
a fairly good one-who happens to be a transwoman, who on a mountain of goodness." and focus her attention on what she called “a valuable 
writes about how she interacts with the world.” group within our community.” 


GOLD - FROM THE EDITOR 


“Of Empathy and Our Future” by Andy Lien 

Issue 469 for All Families” by Andy Lien 

May 16, 2013 Issue 458 

At the height of Minnesota’s fight for marriage NNESUTANS UNITED December 13, 2012 

equality, many people in the GLBT and ally Шш Lavender's coverage of the fight against Minnesota’s mar- 

community looked to Lavender to take a stand. riage amendment last year was around-the-clock. Being that 

During this period, Andy Lien's letters from the people of Minnesota were the ones with the power to 

the editor often summed up and tried to move decide the fate of that amendment, Lavender's staff strived to 

points forward in the community. ^As the person cover as much of the fight as possible because of the direct 

who pulls together content, it was a big boost to effect that Lavender could have in the campaign. Andy Lien's 

my self-esteem to be awarded for content that profile of the organization that played a massive role in that 

I penned,” Lien says. “To be recognized for the battle, won a silver MMPA award. Lien says, "To win an 

piece I wrote about empathy toward the end of the award for profiling Minnesotans United for AIl Families and 

fight is a particularly satisfying way to close that the victory of the defeat was the culmination of the Lavender 

era of challenges and triumphs." staff's attention and dedication to the issue and our photogra- 
phy that documented the campaign from start to finish." 


SILVER - PROFILE ARTICLE 


“2012 Organization of the Year: Minnesotans United 


SILVER - FEATURE GOLD - MEDIA KIT 
DESIGN 


SILVER - COVER 
DESIGN 


2013 Spring Spring Arts & Food | 
Wedding Issue Preview WOR: Media Kit й 
Issue 465 Issue 464 


March 21, 2013 March 7, 2013 
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Legendary Chi Chi LaRue 
Bringing Back Holiday Tradition 


After a hiatus of several years, the leg- 
endary Chi Chi LaRue is bringing back what 
was an annual holiday tradition in the Twin 
Cities: her XXXmas extravaganza. Presid- 
ing over the event as DJ on December 21 at 
the Bolt Underground in Minneapolis, she’s 
coming with porn superstars Paul Steele, 
Tony Orion, and Aleks Buldocek. 

A native of Hibbing, Minnesota, LaRue 
launched her career as a popular female 
impersonator in the Twin Cities in the late 
1970s before moving to Los Angeles in 1986. 
She now is celebrating 25 years of being the 
world’s most famous gay adult video direc- 
tor, having helmed hundreds of productions. 
LaRue’s C1R (Channel 1 Releasing) is the 
largest gay adult video company worldwide. 


Her third and later incarnation is as an inter- 
nationally much-in-demand DJ. Out Magazine 
has named LaRue one of its Top 50 “Most 
Powerful Gay Men and Women in America.” 

Be there early for Chi Chi LaRue’s XXX- 
mas, as the cover is only $5 before 10 PM ($7 
after), and it undoubtedly will attract a capac- 
ity crowd! 


Chi Chi LaRue's XXXmas 
Dec. 21 

Bolt Underground 

515 Washington Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 338-4214 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 150 POOL TABLES е PINBALL 
DARTS 9 PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN:)MON!-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM e SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


b ЖЕ: 


MÀ, 


R BARTENDER 


BRANDON 


гу "like" us on 


facebook 
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Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


сип. December 15 • 4 PM 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 ° www.19bar.itgo.com 


Cowles Center for Dance & Performing Arts presents 


The Santaland Diaries 


LAVENDER's Nights at the Theater e Thursday, December 19 
Reception: 5:30 PM at Mason's (same building) 
Happy Hour drink specials & free light appetizers 
Curtain: 7:00 PM 


Cowles Center for Dance & Performing Arts e 528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls 
Tickets: (612) 206-3600. Mention "LAVENDER" to get a 2076 discount 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


SALOON novemser 25 


tap dat = 
app 1963 ap 


J " Fue c BASH! 


2021 Hennepin Ave South, Minneapolis ° 612-870-8183 • www.lylesliquor.com 


LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


MR. MINNEAPOLIS EAGLE 2014 


Jason Little captured the sash at the Mr. 
Minneapolis Eagle 2014 contest, which took 
place at the Minneapolis Eagle complex Nov. 
15-17. This year’s Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 
contest was the largest and best-attended in 
the event’s history and attracted an unprec- 
edented number of out-of-town visitors. 


The contestants in the Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2014 contest. Left to 


The weekend started with a Greet-the- 
Meat party Friday evening in the Minne- 
apolis Eagle. On Saturday afternoon the 
contestants had their private interviews with 
the judges, while other weekend attendees 
enjoyed a Kink U session discussing “Kink 
on a Budget.” 


right: Ivan E. Nuñez, Jason Little (Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2014), Tim 
Hotchkin (first runner-up) and Bernd Geels. Photos by Steve Lenius. 


Bernd Geels during the Question- 


and-Answer portion of the 
contest. 
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Seen at the pre-contest party are three out-of-town guest judges for this year's contest. Left to right are Andy 


Ivan E. Nuñez during the contest's traditional Keg Walk segment. 


As Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2014, Jason Lit- 
tle will represent The Minneapolis Eagle and 
Minnesota's leather community in the 35th 
annual International Mr. Leather competition 
(www.imrl.com), May 23-26, 2014 (Memorial 
Day weekend) in Chicago. 


Tim Hotchkin during the Keg Walk. 


Jason Little, the new Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 
Cross (Mr. San Francisco Leather 2013 and International Mr. Leather 2013); Nick Zuko (Mr. Chicago Leather 2014, waves to the crowd.. 
2013); and Thib Guicherd-Callin (Mr. Santa Clara County Leather 2012 and first runner-up for International 

Mr. Leather 2013). Other judges were Daddy Don (International Puppy Trainer 2012); Derek Harley (Mr. 

Minneapolis Eagle 2012); Ryan Brown (Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2013); Tommy Rosengren; and Lady Carol. 


e = 
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ЭС MAP.COM 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, 
FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY МАР: 


WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


Castle Building & 
Remodeling 


We are a professional design/build residential 
remodeling firm that specializes in remodeling older 
homes. 


2600 Johnson St NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 
Minneapolis: (612) 789-8509 • St. Paul: (651) 699-4164 
www.castlebri.com 


Friday Dec 20'"^ 


КИЛӘ КОЛИ 


In the Annex 


i ( Saturday Dec/21 
WIEG [I TRECE 


In the Annex 


Sunday Dec 2274 
= SHOW OFF YOUR JINGLE BALLS 


at the Jock Strap Party! 
In the Mens Room wy 


408 S. Hennepin Ave • MPLS, MN 55401 “ GAY90S.CO 


FOAM PARTY m 
g AU РАТУ month 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


RATTLESNAKE VOTE 

Christina Glendenning 

God's Mop 

$14.95 

Glendenning's first novel is disturbingly enjoyable, a 

real thriller. Starting with the inexplicable and brutal 

2m murder of an elderly, beloved woman, homopho- 

СОТА А . біс Minneapolis homicide detective S(amuel) d'Aries 
Reese and his partner begin to pick up the pieces. 

Nothing seems to have been stolen, but her Bible contains homoerotic 

photos. The plot revolves around the issues of gay rights, blackmail of 

politicians by male prostitutes to garner votes-not money. D'Aries 

is a conflicted man, stirred by his racial and cultural background, his 

love for his little daughter, and a yearning for beauty-his avocation 

is rosemaling. How will he handle a young-and lovely-transgender 

youth, a conniving politician's wife, and his struggles with the bottle? 

Glendenning deftly handles plot, dialogue and the complicated stew 

that constitutes human relationships. 


PAPAL BULL: AN EX-CATHOLIC CALLS OUT THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Dr. Joe Wenke 
Transüber 
$9.99 
If you enjoyed Wenke's take on the Bible, You Got to Be 
Kidding! (Books 471), read his exegesis of the Catholic 
Church's past two thousand years. Born eldest of 

ШІ“ eleven siblings to strict Catholic parents in South Phila- 
delphia, the young Wenke endured the tender ministrations of the nuns 
in grade and high school, and then went on to college at Notre Dame. 
Mordantly funny, scrupulously researched (bibliography and list of web- 
sites appended), Wenke lets history and the clergy themselves prove 
his points. Although praising many good works, Wenke scours territory 
between Original Sin and Hell asking questions. For example: Why was 
Sister Margaret McBride excommunicated for advising abortion for a 
pregnant woman whose life was endangered, while known predator 
priests remain Catholics in good standing? 


CAVE AND COSMOS: SHAMANIC ENCOUNTERS 

WITH ANOTHER REALITY 

Michael Harner 

North Atlantic Books 

me $19.95 

ШІ. у The long-awaited sequel to Harner’s 1980 The Way of 
COSMOS: the Shaman, Cave and Cosmos addresses an audience 
more aware of and experienced in shamanic tech- 
niques. A trained anthropologist, Harner lived among 
indigenous shamans in numerous cultures, distilling central practices 
into what he termed Core Shamanism. Basic and Advanced courses are 
taught in the Foundation for Shamanic Studies in Mill Valley, California, 
and through trained instructors in workshops throughout the United 
States and abroad. Harner believes that shamanic healing techniques 
are accessible to everyone, and both books describe the methods by 
which one can journey to what he calls non-ordinary reality to bring 
back healing to our ordinary world. For those who want to know more 
about shamanism-or just what shamanic practice is and entails. 


STAR TREK CROSS STITCH 
John Lohnan 

Gallery Books 

$19.99 


STAR TREK CRAFT BOOK 

Angie Pedersen 

Gallery Books 
= $19.99 
A Trek-a-palooza that will keep you busy throughout the long winter 
months. Pedersen covers a wide range of projects from a Mr. Spock 
Sock Monkey, a Klingon Serving Tray, a Vulcan Hat, Comic Book Low- 
Top Sneakers, and a Khan Finger Puppet. There’s a glossary of terms 
and techniques. Lohnan also offers a wealth of Trek lore throughout his 
“Strange new worlds of crafting.” Along with the familiar “Beam Me 
Up, Scotty!” motif, he offers patterns for creating a Federation Seal, a 
Captains of Star trek hand towel and a "He's Dead, Jim..." motif, highly 
suitable for framing and presentation. (Lohnan reminds us that Dr. Mc- 
Coy uttered this memorable line some twenty times in the original Star 
Trek.) Buy them, use them and “Make it so!" O 


NEWS 
«СОМ 


Suffer 
Through 
BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


“Your newsreader mispronounces words, 
names, cities, etc.” 


“Some find this endearing, but | find 
it annoying.” 


“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 


“The poorly pronounced narration makes it 
impossible to listen to.” 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the 
English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
“insufferable” delivery 
of BigGayNews on 
iTunes’ Podcasts. 


Subscribe on iTunes! 


Kudos to 1 
Linda Raines for 
compiling the top 
5 daily stories! 


We Have FREE Loan 


(612) 823-7257 You're Driving Home.. 
Our Reputation! 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 


www.StyleByMax.com 952.922.8364 


: ZiZ-DEFUAN[ 
=) 


www.Defianttattoo.com 
3014 Lyndale Ave 5, Mpls MN 55408 


Lavender offers you more great 
ways to 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Download Big Gay News at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you е ў = 
via BigGayNews.com. М ШТТШе 


m 


J _ (@ 


FOLLOW US. 
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WORSHIP | Pam colby 


Walking the Talk: 


Local Churches Embrace New Ministers 


GLBT Christians in the Twin Cities area will discover that many churches 
are opening their doors to our community like never before. Recently, three 
large congregations have called openly gay men to serve as their senior minis- 
ters. Together they share a message of hope and healing. 


Pastor Bradley Schmeling 


Pastor Bradley Schmeling was raised in the Lutheran 
faith in Cincinnati, Ohio. His early years included col- 
lege, the seminary and a traditional marriage. 

He was serving his first congregation when the gay 
feelings that he had been suppressing since adolescence 
resurfaced. He came out to his wife and to his congrega- 
tion. Schmeling recalls, “There was a lot of pain in ending 
the marriage, but at the same time I was coming out and 
so much of me was coming alive. I was living with a kind 
of honesty and integrity that I hadn't lived with before." 

It was the early 1990's and he was connecting with 
the larger gay community and making friends. “People m 
said that my preaching got so much better. I think it was 
because I understood the story more profoundly. Dying 
to one way of life and being raised up to a new one,” re- 
members Schmeling. 

He decided to leave parish ministry and attend gradu- 
ate school at Emory University in Atlanta. Eventually, he 
was encouraged to apply for a post at St. John's Lutheran 
Church in Atlanta. ^I was totally out through that entire 
interview process, so when the congregation called me, 
there were no surprises. I was single, so technically I was 
within the guidelines of the church," recounts Schmeling. 

In 2004, he met his partner Darin Easier, also a Luther- 
an minister, at a church conference in Minneapolis. By 2005, they 
were in a relationship. He shared the news with his congregation; they 
threw a party to celebrate. His Bishop began the process of initiating 
formal disciplinary charges against him, asking him to resign. He de- 
cided to stay. 

Schmeling was put on trial in January 2007; that summer he was re- 
moved from the clergy roster. The trial made national headlines. Luther- 
ans began to think about homosexuality and the church. Was it right to 
remove a pastor from a congregation that is happy and doing well? 

The trial moved the church faster and further along. In 2009, the 
Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA approved a resolution to open the 
ministry to gay and lesbian pastors living in a committed relationship. 
Schmeling was reinstated. 
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Pastor Bradley Schmeling. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


In 2012, he accepted the call to serve as senior pastor at St. Paul’s 
largest ELCA church, Gloria Dei. Schmeling explains, “I felt drawn to 
their mission and ministry. Twenty-five years ago, it was the largest 
Lutheran congregation to call a woman as a senior pastor and Martin 
Luther King preached there in the 1960s.” 

He believes his own experience of being marginalized by the 
church makes him more sensitive to those who continue to be ex- 
cluded. Schmeling states, "There's a lot of work yet to do. Bullying 
continues to be a huge issue in schools, in sports, even in business. 
The church has got to be a voice that challenges bullying. The 
church has yet to fully deal with its transgender members. I think the 
mission of the church is always to be crossing new boundaries and to 
be breaking down walls that continue to exist.” 


WORSHIP 


The Reverend De 


The Reverend DeWayne Davis 

The Reverend DeWayne Davis was born 
into a loving faith-based family in Mississippi. 
His father was an evangelist preacher. The 
church held a central place in daily life. He 
remembers clearly in middle school when he 
felt the spirit of the Lord fill him up, an experi- 
ence he describes as physical and powerful. 
“I was in church and something very special 
happened,” Davis reflects. 

It was also about this time that his middle 
school put on a production of the play, Gypsy. 
An experience that would offer another en- 
lightened revelation. “I was a chorus boy and 
there was another boy in that chorus and we 
fell in love,” Davis recalls. 

He graduated from High School in 1989, 
and left Mississippi for Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. It was there that he met 
his soul mate and future husband, Kareem 
Murphy. It was this relationship that spurred 
him on to telling his parents that he was gay. 
Davis recalls, “This was a low point for me 
spiritually, my father wanted to use what I call 
the language of oppression, rather than the 
language of understanding. He used phrases 
like, ‘perverted demon’ to describe what was 
going on with me. I call it, ‘spiritual malprac- 
tice.’ It is not a theology of healing. It was a 
hurtful and scary time.” 

During this time of separation from his 
family, he felt alienated from organized reli- 
gion. Neither state would last long. As his 
parents began to see that they might miss out 
оп a relationship with their son, they began to 
reach out and gradually fences were mended. 

After college, Davis took a job as a staffer 
on Capitol Hill. He was out about his sexual orientation and found 
acceptance from the politicians as well as the other staffers. 

It was during this time that he and Kareem began to search for a 
spiritual home. They soon found it at their local Metropolitan Com- 
munity Church (MCC). A Christian denomination known as the 
world’s first church group with a primary ministry directed to GLBT 
persons. This would open the door for Davis and lead him back to 
his spiritual calling. After some hesitation he would follow his heart 
and join the seminary. 

He was ordained and serving a church in Northern Virginia when 
the recent Minneapolis call came from All God's Children Metropoli- 
tan Community Church. He applied and was offered the ministry. 


The Reverend DeWayne Davis. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


In making the decision to move his husband Kareem didn’t hesitate, 
Davis’s voice breaks with emotion as he shares Kareem’s words, “Of 
course we'll do it." They purchased a house in north Minneapolis 
and moved last August. Davis adds with a laugh that they insisted 
that the house have a new furnace put in. 

Reverend Davis is very excited about his current church and the 
work they are doing. “As more churches become affirming of GLBT 
people, we can be nimble and move to meet the needs in our commu- 
nity and to battle what we call systems of oppression, such as poverty 
and incarceration issues. Our work is about liberation from oppres- 
sion and social justice. We have the freedom to come together and 
say that anybody can preach the Gospel, despite one's gender or sex- 
ual orientation. That is the theology of liberation,” Davis concludes. 

Continued on page 52 
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The Reverend Daniel Vigilante 

The Reverend Daniel Vigilante was raised with three older broth- 
ers in Morristown, New Jersey. The family members were active 
members at their local Presbyterian Church. Of the brothers, he 
liked church the best. He adds with a laugh that it is still true today. 

Like many other gay kids, he knew that he was different. Vigilante 
recalls, “I would say by middle school I started to really think about 
my feelings and that they were not a phase. It was around the same 
time that I started to feel a call to the ministry. I guess the two go 
hand-in-hand for my journey.” 

He graduated from high school in 1995. Once in college he told 
his family and friends that he was gay. “I was very blessed. I heard 
nothing but affirmation and love from my parents, my brothers and 
my friends. I’ve never lost a relationship because of coming out. I’m 
very lucky,” Vigilante reflects. 

He went on to complete his seminary studies, but withdrew his 
name from the ordination process. The church wasn’t allowing open- 
ly gay people to be ordained. At the same time, there was a lot of work 
taking place to try and change the constitution. He believed that real 
change doesn’t happen from the outside, so he stuck with the church. 
He felt the need to be an example for people. He found a church in 
California that was willing to call him as an associate pastor, though 
not ordained as one. 
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In 2011, in a monumental move, the Presbyterian Constitution 
was changed allowing the ordination of gays and lesbians. Soon after 
that Vigilante was told about a position at Grace-Trinity Community 
Church in Minneapolis. He was interested, leading him to restart 
his ordination process, he found the exam particularly challenging. 
“I had to study a lot more. I hadn't taken Hebrew or Greek in like 
nine years, so you forget a lot of that. Fortunately, I passed them all,” 
Vigilante recalls. 

In 2012, he assumed the senior minister position at Grace-Trinity Com- 
munity Church, located in the Uptown area of Minneapolis. Vigilante has 
found the congregation to be very progressive. Thus far, he is loving Min- 
neapolis, "There is so much going on, so many people from different back- 
grounds. Our church is finding her niche. Many of the people who come 
to us are younger. They are looking for a place, other than the bars, to 
meet people and make friends. We have a really cool opportunity to reach 
out and to serve as community for them," Vigilante explains. 

He believes that the church has a lot of relationships to repair. "There 
are some very forward-thinking, inclusive, and compassionate people 
who have welcomed GLBT people into the church for decades, for whom 
this was never an issue," Vigilante states. He regrets that often the larger 
Christian message, particularly on the television news, is that of exclu- 
sion. He adds, "The church has a lot of work to do to repair relationships 
with those who have been hurt, wounded and alienated by that message." 


Continued on page 54 > 
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6:30pm — Acoustic Christmas 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22" 


8:30am and 11:00am Services with 
Mayflower Choir with Copper Street Brass 
9:45am — Christmas Caroling led by Marty Haugen 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24" 
Christmas Eve Services 
5:00pm — Intergenerational "I Remember" Service 
7:30pm — Contemplative Communion Service 
11:00pm — Lessons and Carols — Mayflower Choir 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29" 
11:00am only — Worship Service 
Rev. Emily Goldthwaite Fries 
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ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE 
WANTED 


Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 


Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


М LGBTQI 
[/Í Christian 


The Minnesota Reconciling Congregations 
of the United Methodist Church welcome 
you with open hearts, open minds and 
open doors. 


f 


www.mnrcumc.org 


JOIN THE CELEBRATION 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:45 p.m. Family Service 
7:45 (ASL) & 10:45 p.m. 
Candlelight Services 
with lessons and carols 


Organist Philip Brunelle; 
James Gertmenian preaching 


PLYMOUTH 
Ü), CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 
Spiritual, Loving, 
Relevant, Transforming 
1900 Nicollet Avenue 
at Franklin 


Minneapolis 612/871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


love an 


Rediscover the true meaning of Christmas! 


d hope fo 


} 
M 
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Christmas Eve — Tuesday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. - Twilight Service of Blessing 
10:30 p.m. - Candlelight Holy Communion 


_ Christmas Day — Wednesday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. - Christmas Holy Communion 


= Central Lutheran Church 
12th Street at 3rd Avenue 
Downtown Minneapolis 

612.870.4416  centralmpls.org 


BU are Welcome 


LavenderMagazine.com | 53 


WORSHIP 


Today, an increasing number of Chris- 
tian faith communities are defining them- 
selves as “reconciling congregations.” 
This means that they are welcoming and 
affirming to GLBT people. One notewor- 


thy congregation, Light of the World Lu- 
theran Church in Farmington, recently put 
out a press release entitled, “ALL Are Wel- 


come Here- No Exceptions.” One line on — ©F TJ HE —— 
the lengthy list of those welcome reads, “If 
you are male or female or transgender...” 


Another development on the Christian 
ministry front is Jay Bakker. You may 
remember him as the son of television 
evangelist Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. 
The young Bakker has ditched the hateful 
messages of his parents and brought his 
Revolution Church from New York to Min- 
neapolis. The church adopts a philosophy 
that God is a loving and accepting entity 
rather than a judemental one. His minis- 
try is very inclusive of GLBT people and 
known to have celebrated marriage equal- 
ity in Minnesota with rainbow-colored 
communion bread. 


In South Minneapolis, Walker Meth- 
odist Church remains a historic stalwart 
for the community. The Church first em- 
braced GLBT folks as a reconciling con- 
gregation in 1988. There were many tears 
and social media posts in June of 2012, 
when a lightning strike burned the church 
to the ground. The only thing that re- 
mained among the ashes was the church’s 
rainbow flag. The congregation is now 
completing the building of a new church 
on the same site. In 1968 Walker’s min- 
ister Bryan Peterson wrote, “Justice has 
never arrived, but is always just beginning 
to emerge, just as love cannot be a past 
event, but must be continually acted out in 
the world." O 


Sunday Worship 10:30am Weekly E I G E 


Blue Christmas Service December 14, 3:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Services: GAY 
“Christmas at Grandma's", 4:00 p.m. 
Traditional Service, 9:45 p.m. NEWS 


610 W. 28th Street « Minneapolis 
612-870-1868 


aa Follow.BGN > 
www.fccminneapolis.org @ (Бр 


“А movement for wholeness іп а fragmented world.” 


First Christian Church ` 
& (Disciples of Christ) < WE; 7 y^ 
A A (Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) aS з а. 
——ə— 
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Celebrate Christmas! 


12:00 Noon - Chapel Communion 
GA PM- Lab rinth Service 


Free Parking in the 


Walker Art Center Ramp 
бо 4 Edina Community Lutheran Church 
4113 W. 54th St., Edina, MN 55424 
(2 blocks west of France Ave.) 


952.926.3808 * www.eclc. org 


HennepinChurch.org 


(GN Richfield United 


Beeson mal [WESTMINSTER 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


: ЕР A Covenant Network Congregation 
We seek to recognize Christ in all : : 


Each Sunday in Advent 
Worship Services at 9:00 am & 11:00 am 


Christmas Eve Worship 
Tuesday, December 24 


4:00 pm Family Friendly 
Candlelight Service 


Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 
Family Service and Pageant at 4:00pm 
Candlelight Services at 8:00pm & 10:00pm 


11:00 pm Candlelight Service 


5835 Lyndale Ave S ° Minneapolis 


Nicollet Mall at 12th Street * Downtown Minneapolis 
612-861-6086 


Free parking in the Orchestra Hall Ramp 
richfieldumc.org 612.552.3421 


westminstermpls.org 
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Cadillac ATS. Photo by Randy Stern 


VEHICLE OF THE YEAR 


Itis with great honor and privilege for the 
first time in Lavender magazine to announce 
that the 2013 Victory & Reseda Vehicle of 
'The Year Award will go to the Cadillac ATS. 

The "what" award? How does this fit with 
Lavender? And, who am I to be given print 
space to announce this on here? I know it is 
the year-end edition, but, frankly... 

To explain, a bit of context is needed 
here. There is a saying amongst automotive 
journalists: “How many car awards could 
there be?” 

There is quite a lot of them — with their 
own pecking order. First amongst equals in 
the U.S.A. is Motor Trend’s Car of The Year. 
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The award has been around the longest and 
has created some of the biggest arguments 
amongst fellow journalists and enthusiasts. 
Amongst the winners were some curious 
nods, despite the magazine’s own extensive 
evaluation process. 

Each publication, website, media associa- 
tion, organization and some panel of judges 
offers their own crowns to worthy vehicles. 
Some vehicles would walk away with dozens 
of awards from varying groups. 

The truth is that the automotive manufac- 
turers love awards. No matter the size, im- 
portance or reason, a nod for being the “best 
of” helps the business of selling their wares. 


It is very easy and gratifying to say: “Your 
vehicle is the best – congratulations!” 

Seven years ago, I had a blog that offered 
my own take on the automobile. It was where 
I began honing the work you have seen in 
these pages for the past few years. On a 
whim, I decided to create my own award for 
the best automobile of the year. I figured: 
“how hard could it be?” I just evaluate each 
vehicle driven and pick the best. No...I need- 
ed more. How about a public vote? Brilliant! 

Every year, this formula has grown and 
taken a life of its own. Social media helped 
tremendously through Twitter engagement 
and a nervous moment at the 2012 Chicago 


RIDE REVIEW 


Auto Show where I handed off the plaque 
of the 2011 Victory & Reseda Vehicle of 
The Year award to the head of marketing 
at Buick. From there, the award — simply 
called the VOTY - became one of the most 
influential social media-based automotive 
awards around. 

This year’s VOTY has never been so 
exciting to work on. You are reading about 
it here - a huge step since I never thought 
would be able to see it in print or widely dis- 
tributed as this magazine. The process has 
tightened, which made for some interesting 
twists and turns in the evaluation and scor- 
ing process. 

How does the VOTY work? To qualify, 
a vehicle must be reviewed in Victory & 
Reseda (and Lavender) within a year's time- 
frame for the full evaluation period allowed. 
Usually, those vehicle subjects are evaluat- 
ed for a week at a time. Every vehicle goes 
through a scoring process based on several 
criteria: Specification, fuel consumption, 
value, exterior design, interior comfort and 
ergonomics, driving dynamics, and overall 
performance. 

It does sound like almost every automo- 
tive award, yet, the VOTY is based in social 
media where engagement is the key. En- 
gagement is measured by impressions on 
various social media channels and the web- 
site. Even feedback on Lavender is included 
in the scoring. Then, I bring in a panel made 
up of fellow automotive writers, enthusiasts 
and fans of the site. They get to pick one 
vehicle they think is worthy of the VOTY. It 
brings a mix of expertise giving context to 
the idea of engagement. 

The last step is to take the five best scores 
amongst all of the candidates and put them 
to a vote. Using the popular survey engine, 
SurveyMonkey.com, the public vote offers 
these five finalists a chance for everyone to 
make their choice. A final tabulation of votes 


and scores will yield the VOTY for the year. 

The winning manufacturer is notified, the 
award is made and a time is set to hand it off 
at the following Chicago Auto Show. 

Every year yields a story as to which ve- 
hicle earned the title of VOTY. In 2009, the 
Buick LaCrosse won because it represented 
the direction the brand was going in the af- 
termath of General Motors' bankruptcy. The 
Hyundai Sonata won twice — 2007 and 2010 
- since it represented where the Korean 
automaker is going in North America. Last 
year's winner, the Dodge Dart, was the first 
Chrysler product guided by Fiat as built on 
one of the Italian firm's platforms. 

What story will this year’s VOTY tell for 
us? 

For years, Cadillac had been trying to 
get their “small” car right. At the time of 
the first Seville, using the same platform 
as the Chevrolet Nova was the best choice 
to create an American classic that met the 
challenge of the Mercedes-Benz S-Class of 
the day. Since then, Cadillac had good in- 
tentions on creating a “small” model - with 
not-so-great results. 

The motivation for the ATS came from 
the best selling premium car in the market 
- the BMW 3-Series. Where the Germans 
and Japanese would only master the small- 
er sports-premium sedan formula, General 
Motors knew it had to meet and beat the 
leader. Through extensive testing, the ATS 
conquered everywhere it needed to be - 
the Nurburgring, the Atlas Mountains and 
so forth. 

The ATS was also tested in the Twin Cit- 
les, a bit of South Central Minnesota and a 
smidgen of Chicago. Driving the ATS re- 
vealed Cadillac's intentions were on point 
with its ambitions. It is a direct challenge 
to the 3-Series with its own spins on style, 
luxury and performance. 

In terms of performance, the 2.0liter tur- 


bocharged four-cylinder and the 3.6liter V6 
were driven - both equipped with all-wheel 
drive. Between these two engines is a world- 
class sports sedan with superb handling and 
grand performance. The Cadillac's review in 
Lavender made this abundantly clear: "The 
ATS is a poised machine designed for enthu- 
siastic driving or a good ride home from a 
long journey." 

As the Cadillac CUE (Cadillac User Ex- 
perience) technology continues to improve, 
it serves as a technological centerpiece for 
a cabin that is the best in its class. The point 
of the chrome, switchable screens and CUE 
is to make things easier to use than its ri- 
vals and to befit the image of Cadillac as a 
distinctive American luxury brand for the 
world. The driver is rewarded with a place 
where luxury and performance meet be- 
hind the wheel. 

The targets were clear - GM and Cadillac 
nailed them dead on. Their audaciousness 
in its marketing was indeed backed up with 
a car that has again redefined this 110-year 
old brand. Prior to this VOTY, the ATS was 
awarded the North American Car of The 
Year back in January, along with other acco- 
lades to prove its worth as a new leader in 
this segment. 

Our summary describes this year's 
VOTY well: “The ATS is a damn good sports 
sedan.” 

The ATS won on strong evaluative scores 
across the board. It also won on strong en- 
gagement from social media and the reader- 
ship, along with a panel selection. However, 
the online polling drove the ATS’s victory 
home half of the percentage of votes col- 
lected for this award. 

Lavender magazine joins Victory & 
Reseda in congratulating General Motors on 
their third VOTY since 2009. This is Cadil- 
lac’s first amongst the three - the other two 
awarded to Buick. O 


Cadillac ATS. Photos by Randy Stern 
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` Show the 
World the 
... Self You 
\ Remember 


Botox 


Line & Wrinkle Reduction 
Venus Skin Tightening & Toning 
Laser Skin Resurfacing 
Lipo-Sculpture 
Permanent Laser Hair Removal 
Lighten Skin Discolorations 
Hair Removal 
Peels 
Silhouette Mini-Lift 


Dial (952) 460-1970 to arrange a 
complimentary consultation. Mention code 
LAV1985 and receive a promotional discount. 


^ 
SAPPH@RE 


ШОМА МСЕ D AES 


Dr. Leslie Smith is an ABS Certified Surgeon and cosmetic 
physician offering non-invasive & minimally-invasive aesthetic 
procedures in a clinical setting 


IVORRIE'S кең 
BROOKLYN PARK < 


— SUBARU 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD Confidence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 


763-424-4400 . brooklynparksubaru.com 
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Suffer Through BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc." 
"Some find this endearing, but І find it annoying.” 
"Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!" 
"The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to." 
“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 
of BigGayNews on 


Kudos to Linda Raines iTunes' Podcasts. 


for compiling the top 5 


daily stories! Subscribe on iTunes! 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


FLORAL SHOPS HOME SERVICES 


=u. 


Thomas Auto Body 


We are Employee Owned! 
5170 West Broadway, Crystal 


763-746-0259 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 : 


We're your expert 
home heating, 


Uptown 


cooling and 
Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist plumbing company. ЯС 
Сай us for your custom 612-424-9349 | ат 
holiday flowers апа decorations!| | Uptownheatingandcooling.com 
651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 


1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


кам | 
SSS 


GUN SHOPS 


RESTORETHISFLOOR 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


* Floor Sanding « Hardwood Restoration 
= Floor Refinishing = Installation and Repair 


QUICK ESTIMATES AND PROMPT SERVICE 
COVERING THE TWIN CITIES METRO AREA 


612-208-9292 


www.restorethisfloor.com 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 


4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale • 763-533-9594 


362188th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines • 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


Woman Owned 


г Remodel & Additions 


HOME SERVICES Bon Build 


612-205-5618 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


ill work with your Architect 
9 36 years experience 


) 355-8104 
slwilliams04@yahoo.com 
www.slwbuilders.com 


Lic# BC642026. 


= НЕЕ? 


ARCHITECTU 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


Roofing Siding 
Gutters Insulation 


@ 
Б 
INDUSTRY LEADING 


construction inc. 49 YEAR 


‘It's that easy 


Home Efficiencies 


Windows ға 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


craftsmanship warranty 
ma 


FITNESS 
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m. J А Ж ) Z 
Get otigeds 333 s81 


loscampeonesgym.com 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


612-721-4080шлусЕ194 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


| Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 


Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


3 Advertise your business in 
Cell: 612-998-3157 e£ d 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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HOME SERVICES 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


SOS. 


HOM 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


INSURANCE 


We Have the 
Customer at Heart. 


HOME | AUTO | LIABILITY 


Learn more about us and 
how we can support your 
unique insurance needs: 


Rachel 


R қ coxins.net / heart 
Micheletti 
лае, Æ] Cox INSURANCE 
СЫ АЅЅОСІАТЕЅ,ІМС. 


651.925.5444 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


Es 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
[INSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

www.davinabaldwin.com 

davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 
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LARPENTEUR 


ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


“Because Our Pets are Family 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 

Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 

Dr. Christy Hutchins — 1 

1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. == 2%. 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


” 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, Р.А. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


REAL ESTATE 


RELOCATING? 


Сау RealEstate -Instant Access to the Nationa 


— Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors. 
Find Your Perfect Agent Online: 


Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS Z 


651-407-7864 
аф, «> A Ф Tm. d 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Homeownership... 
It's the right move. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist SV 


Мәлик 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


- Spa/Salon Treatments 
~ Spa Accommodations 
~ We Welcome Groups: 


Weddings, Reunions, Getaways, |1 
Corporate Outings! ` ; 


justformespa.com 
651-439-4662 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


LAVENDER's 
Year-End Issue 


Available on the 
0 App Store 


ple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of 
egistered in the U.S. and other countries. iPad is a trademark 
of Apple Іпс рр Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 


ut 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Enen Krug 


Honestly, I’m not particularly crazy about 
year-end retrospectives. Invariably, I focus 
only on what I didn’t accomplish. In the end, 
I’m simply reminded that the big old clock I 
carry around in my head is sounding tic toc, 
tic toc, feeding my neuroses. 

Oh, what the hell. Here’s my stab at look- 
ing back at 2013. 

Worst Hair Moment: You've got that 
right—I’m going to start out with my hair. 
No vanity here. 

Ihave this problem with flat hair—my mane 
is so incredibly fine that it won't hold body. I 
was acutely reminded of this in April, when 
I appeared on Bi-Cities TV, where I read from 
my memoir and talked about living as transgen- 
der. Despite a good half can of hair spray and 
enough teasing to give anyone carpal tunnel, I 
showed up with hair hanging limp like some old 
wrinkled—wait a minute, I'll let you conjure up 
your own noun. Throw in awful lighting and my 
man-voice, and there's no way Га ever want any- 
one to see that interview. 

Alas, if you search, “Ellen Krug,” the inter- 
view is the second or third link to come up. 

Damn Google. 

Best Moment: Hmm, let me see. There 
was a wonderful book launch, an interview 
with Public Radio, multiple presentations— 
some to standing ovations, and a degree of 
notoriety. 

However, apart from feeding my ego, 
none of that qualifies as *best moment." 

Instead, it's all about my bike, the White 
Knight, which I've shared before. I feel the great- 
est freedom pedaling down the Greenway at five 


2013 


in the morning as darkness transitions to light 
and crickets give way to songbirds. 

On a beautiful July dawn, I rounded a 
curve at the east end of the Greenway near 
the Martin Olav Sabo bridge just as the first 
rays of sunlight appeared. They caught the 
night’s mist just right, and I was treated to 
a magical display of water particles dancing 
in air. 

It took my breath away! So much that I 
hope that’s the last thing I think of on my 
deathbed. 

Yup, there’s me being neurotic again. 

Honorable Mention for Best Moment: 
Riding back from Ecolab Plaza on the night 
the Legislature approved the marriage bill, I 
saw the Guthrie smokestacks decked out in 
rainbow colors. How utterly brilliant! 

Worst Act of Cowardice: On a January 
morning, I sat with the executive committee 
of my nonprofit at the Nicollet Inn restaurant. 
The occasion? 

My very first job performance review. 

At one point, someone looked out the 
window and exclaimed, “Oh, that must have 
hurt!” 

I turned around and saw a man, prob- 
ably sixty years old, plumped down on the 
icy sidewalk. His glasses were askew, there 
was blood around his nose, and he appeared 
dazed following a fall. 

My natural compassionate inclination was 
to get up from the meeting and go to him. 

The other three people with me simply 
sat and continued with my review, which at 
that moment wasn’t going so well. 


I feared what my bosses would think if I 
interrupted the meeting to assist the fallen 
man, and so I just sat there. Eventually, the 
man got up and hobbled away. 

Cowardice. Гуе vowed to never again idly 
sit by while another human suffers. 

Best Conversation: In October, my 
daughter, Lily, texted Can I come over and 
can we sit on your bed and talk? 

Lily’s a senior at Augsburg College. She 
was having boy issues, and as well wanted to 
vetch about classes and her fast food job. My 
bed is our talking-place. 

We sat side-by-side propped on pillows for 
an hour and a half. I listened open-minded 
and shared what little wisdom I own. Lily was 
very appreciative, and in the end, she told me 
that she was proud of me for living authenti- 
cally. I said the same to her. 

It was my best conversation of the year, 
hands down. 

Most Unexpected Act of Kindness: I 
stayed at a Provincetown bed and breakfast 
in early September. On my first night there, I 
received a very hurtful email from someone in- 
credibly important in my former man-life. 

I shared this with Daniel, the innkeeper. 
Quite unexpectedly, he asked if I could use 
a hug. 

Seconds later, I found myself wrapped in 
the arms of a wonderfully kind person. 

Wow. 

That’s all Гуе got. Here's to a great 2014! П 


Ellie Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir 
about Love, Honesty and Gender Change. She welcomes 
your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail.com 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

A5 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 


www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education an 
advocacy. 

2021 E. а in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 8bA4-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

|2 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.Gallina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wadding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


EDUCATION 


Watershed High School 

In our community, every student is 
an honored student: Come as you 
arel 

6541 16th Ave. S. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


е 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small. 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Sering men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 
480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 


People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 

www.visitM Nhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 
bi-monthly event for adults only! 


120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
www.smm.org/socialscience 
Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2200 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and evenfs that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

|619) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
„О. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
ida dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and sducalsnal 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of 
America-Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, goo 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates or all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 
Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 
4113 W. 54th St. 
Edina, MN 
(952) 926-3808 
www.eclc.org 
First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 
610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
|в church welcomes you. 

06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Trad fiorial 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 

Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 
www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


B rams and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 

A covenant network congregation, 

working toward a church as 
enerous and just as God's grace. 
icollet Mall at 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers — Friends of the 
Iderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 

organization committed to providing 

companionship for isolated seniors 

in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League TCGSL 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 
Association 
Explore Afton. Enjoy a doy or 
Weekend away tote ЖОШ 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 
Golf, Fenis Weddings ш 3 
PO Box 102 
Afton, MN 55001 
(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day mor weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stllwoter/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw-com 

infomplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis. Popular destination 

or abundant shopping, unique 
FREE Parkin 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels апа B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Bid. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


It’s Sunday morning, and I’m lying in bed 
next to my girlfriend. Instead of paying atten- 
tion to me, she is arguing with Google Maps. 

“What human being would ever take that 
route, you idiot!” she yells as she angrily 
punches the keyboard with her fingers. 

Google Maps does not answer. It simply 
continues to highlight the route. In red! 
Just to make her more angry. Google Maps 
is a bastard. 

Attracted by the commotion, our highly 
excitable miniature Schnauzers jump on top 
of her and join her in batting at the computer. 
This just makes her more furious because 
she does not like to have any interaction with 
carbon-based lifeforms when she is arguing 
with a robot. 

And then I make the mistake of speaking. 

“I thought robots were designed to serve 
us. To meet our needs and make our lives eas- 
ier," I say. "But they only seem to irritate you." 

“Oh, shut up!” she says to me, the dogs, 
and the computer. She gets out of bed and 
storms into the living room, taking only one 
of us with her—the computer. 

Now, I love computers and the robots 
they command. Computers allow me to easi- 
ly stalk old girlfriends when I'm drunk! And I 


І, Robot 


adore that robot vacuum that scoots around 
your hardwood floors. It’s like a spaceship 
whose alien inhabitants are bent on collect- 
ing your fingernails, bits of food and pet hair. 
I imagine the vacuums eventually returning 
to their home planet and creating a master 
race of dog/cat/food scrap hybrids with 
very long claws. 

As I lie in bed, I hear a noise emanating 
from the living room that indicates that my 
girlfriend has changed her tactics. Instead of 
screaming insults, she’s now attempting to ca- 
jole the computer by issuing a steady stream 
of hushed curse words in a singsong tone. It 
sounds like a lullaby in a nursery in hell. 

Iremember when Sunday mornings used 
to mean lazy hours in bed—reading the 
newspaper, having sex, and listening to jazz. 
Now, as soon as we wake, we flip on our lap- 
tops, sucking in the artificial glow from their 
screens as if it was our life force. 

As I wallow in the sentimentality of my 
happy years as a luddite, I remember that 
my computer overlord has a program that 
allows me to access every obscure vocal jazz 
song ever recorded! I click onto my Spotify 
application and type in Billie Holiday. Hun- 
dreds of recordings magically appear. 


Do I miss the wonderful hours spent dis- 
cussing the brilliance of the Verve label with 
the weirdos who hung out in funky record 
stores? Sure! But there’s something to be 
said for finding hidden treasures by obscure 
artists with just a few keystrokes, all while 
lying in bed and dribbling coffee on yourself. 

I am merrily typing Kay Starr’s name 
into Spotify when my girlfriend returns to 
bed. She is deflated and collapses next to 
me in defeat. 

“Did the computer win?” I ask, secretly 
resenting its victory because this probably 
means ГЇЇ have to quit Spotify and have sex. 

She reaches over to me and touches my 
face. The feeling of human contact is foreign 
and oddly pleasant. “I need a break from that 
thing. Let’s have sex.” 

My body begins to warm to the concept, 
but then I come up with a better idea! 

“Or, we could watch that video of those 
goats that scream like humans.” 

“Or we could read an actual book....” she 
says, as we smile at each other with nostalgia. 

We both understand that we have no real 
choice in the matter. Just like a robot, I open 
YouTube and type “goat screaming like hu- 
man.” O 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Are there bankers where you live? 
La ой tu vis ily a des banquiers? 


No, there aren't. 


I'm in tourist class... 
Non. Je suis en classe touriste... 


POR RODRO 


... and they are... in first class. 
..et eux en première classe. 
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COTTAGE HOUSE « An occasional Market STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting ( á Š WAR H | М G 


e Next sale: END OF YEAR SALE - DEC. in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
20, 21, 22. Fri - Sun, 10am-ópm * 4304 South Minneapolis ( (612) 306-6323. 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


Gift yourself with a Therapeutic Massage 
or an adjustment by David A Marty, 


DC. Starting at $60 per hour 20% 
HOUSE CLEANING discount for 65+ years. (612) 827-1793. 
www.drdavidmarty.com. 

TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. NANCY VITALIS. GARRITY - Acupuncture 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. : ; 

: : * Homeopathic • Psychologist. 30 years 

Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible experience. Ask about New Client special 

schedules in Minneapolis & Eau Claire. : ` 


tliddellcleaning@yahoo.com. Call Terry: (612) 889-0721. 
(612) 834-4887. 


952:938:8700 
763:226.2929 
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OUR VOICES 


| B THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


“I have just one more question,” I say and 
close my notebook. I'm nearing the end of 
a Skype interview for this column. 

"Rebecca, why did you volunteer to share 
your story?" 

She hesitates for the first time since our 
interview began two hours ago. She stares at 
me in silence. 

I'm not prepared to hear her answer. 

My regular column in this space re- 
counts some of our readers' most life-chang- 
ing memories, written in first person—al- 
ways in the present tense—to put you in 
their shoes, to relive their most important 
memories through their eyes. 

Courageous volunteers share with me 
stories that have ranged from reconciling 
with ex-boyfriends to overcoming drug ad- 
diction. The stories I hear are often astonish- 
ingly tragic, but typically end with glimmers 
of hope and lessons to learn. 

"Interviews" for this column are conver- 
sational. There are no pre-determined ques- 
tions, and the story becomes about wherev- 
er our conversation takes us. Interviews last 
about two hours, and by the time an inter- 
viewee and I are done, we've usually laughed 
our asses off and cried our eyes out. Due to 
the extremely personal nature of the content 
we cover, interviewees and I bond quickly. 
We become friends on some level. 

I keep their identities secret. I record 
every interview for note-taking and archi- 
val purposes, but Lavender and I publish 
only first names and middle or last initials, 
or cover up identities with aliases. Still, de- 
spite the anonymity, I find it remarkable that 
people are willing to share their tragedies 
with me—a stranger—who'l pass it along to 
thousands more. 

At the end of every interview, I ask my 
subjects why they volunteer their stories. To 
this question I get two replies most often: 
“It’s cathartic,” or, “I wanted to help other 


Rebecca 


people realize they aren’t alone.” Either way, 
I admire their candor. 

But with Rebecca, the woman at the oth- 
er end of my Skype stream, my final ques- 
tion leads to an answer I haven’t heard. 

Rebecca has short walnut-brown hair; 
it's pulled back into a ponytail when I speak 
with her. Her face is full and porcelain- 
smooth. A light pink blush highlights her 
cheekbones. She's wearing a UT-Austin 
hoodie and chews on its pull strings. She's 
32 years old. 

"Rebecca, why did you volunteer to share 
your story?" 

Rebecca hesitates. She takes her hoodie's 
pull strings out of her mouth and stares at me. 

Her face changes. The pink blush on her 
cheeks transforms into a splotchy red flush. 

“Because, Justin, she says finally, “I 
don't have anybody." 

The Skype stream pixelates as she ad- 
justs her laptop. She wipes the corners of 
her eyes and takes heavy, short breaths. 

"What do you mean?" I suddenly feel 
nervous, hoping that she intends, at most, 
her answer metaphorically. 

“Well,” she says, “I don't have much 
of a family, you know, but I don't any have 
friends. I have Facebook, and you're on 
there, but I don’t know anybody. And that's 
all I have. I mean, I..." 

She stops, clinches her eyes shut, forc- 
es her lips closed, and breaks down into 
loud, uncontrollable sobbing. 

“I don't have anybody, Justin,” she says, 
exasperated. The helplessness in her voice 
is palpable. She chokes on her words and 
can't catch her breath. The redness on 
her cheeks spreads across her face. She 
shakes as she tries to hold down her cry. “I 
don't have anybody." 

"You've got me," I say, holding back 
my own tears. I want to reach through the 
screen and hold her. I want to grab her and 


force her to know that she isn't alone, that 
she's going to be OK. I have to make her feel 
better somehow. But I can't. 

The video stream jerks around as she 
cries. She moans. The pain is unbearable 
for her, I can tell, and I feel terrible for ask- 
ing her that final question—look at what it's 
done to her— and now I can do nothing but 
watch her and try to calm her down. 

Her laptop settles, she gets off her bed, 
and she walks to her dresser. She stands by 
a Kleenex box, blowing her nose and wiping 
her face, jerking as she cries. 

As I write this, CNN reports that Con- 
gress has lower approval ratings than zom- 
bies. Hysteria surrounds Lady Gaga's pro- 
motional efforts for her new album. Rand 
Paul is in flames over claims of plagiarism. 
And, until this moment, I was pissed that my 
hair was cut too short. 

Then there's Rebecca, standing at her 
dresser, holding a ball of Kleenex, so envel- 
oped in loneliness that she's literally writh- 
ing in pain. 

“Tm sorry,” Rebecca says as she returns 
to her bed. Her cheeks are red and glisten 
under the ceiling light. 

The Skype stream pixelates once again 
as she adjusts her laptop. When she comes 
into focus, she's staring at me, waiting for 
me to say something, waiting for me to give 
her company, to be the someone she's miss- 
ing who'll make her feel okay. 

And I notice for the first time that her 
eyes are blue. They're beautiful. They're 
the kind of beautiful you'd otherwise never 
imagine could hide so much pain. 

Rebecca J. lives in Dallas. We're working 
on that loneliness business. O 


Contact Justin to share a memory (d ThroughTheseEyes. 
JustinJones(dgmail.com 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


The University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 


Find out more at hiv.umn.edu 
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